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BISCOURSES ON PROPHECY. 

This is a compendious exhibition, on a scheme en- 
tirely new, of the Divine purpose in the redemption 
of man by Jesus Christ, as revealed in the more 
sure word of prophecy, which is as a light that 
shineth in a dark place, showing that the dominion 
of the world will be given to the saints of God, and 
that all the rest of mankind will be subject to their 
government ; that in their condition of glory and 
blessedness the saints will have an everlasting re- 
ward ; and in their condition of dishonor and shame 
the ungodly will have an everlasting punishment. 
But that all sinful intelligences will eventually be 
subdued and reconciled to God, become obedient 
subjects of the Kingdom, and, saved from torment 
and pain, be made as happy as their condition will 
allow. 

In all departments of science new discoveries are 
considered practicable, and are commonly hailed 
with delight. Why should not new discoveries in 
Biblical truth be deemed equally so, and welcomed 
accordingly? The Bible, as a record of God*s 
thoughts and purposes in relation to the moral gov- 
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eminent of his creatures, 'wlnle shedding the dews 
of salyation abundantly upon thousands of beKeviBg 
hearts and inquiring mmds, may have been, like tlio 
great book of nature, but partially understood. And 
the scribe, instructed unto the kingdom of heaTon^ 
like the diligent student of nature, is to bring out of 
this treasury things both new and old. We trus^ 
that it will not be deemed presumptuous in us to aim, 
in humble dependence on God, to fulfil this duty. 
So far as our knowledge extends, no one else has 
ever taken the view of the Divine government and 
proceedings, in whole, which is presented in this 
volume. Our view, it is true, presents much that 
is common to all evangelical expositions of the 
Scheme of Redemption. And where we think we 
have discovered new light, and have presented new 
views, we have endeavored to give the reason for 
the hope that is in us with meekness and fear. 

If any one should ask, as some have done, why 
these things were not discovered previously by the 
learned and wise and good who have diligently 
studied the Bible to find the truth ? We answer, by 
inquiring why the circulation of the blood was not 
discovered before Harvey ? and gravitation before 
Newton? and electricity before Franklin ? The 
Bible is as rich in truth as nature is in fact. In the 
glorious sky of Revelation, as well as in the natural 
heavens, there may be stars whose light has not yet 
reached us, and which may be designed to bless the 
world in its future track ; the discovery of which 
may be made by some diligent student hereafter. 
When we consider the dispensations of God as al- 



ready bistoricallj developed or propheticallj inti- 
mated in hifl word in their connection with and 
relation to the great scheme of redemption, we ex- 
claim with Panl, ^^ the depth of the riches both of 
4iie wisdom and knowledge of Ood ! how nnsearch- 
4tble are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out/' — ^and with the Bsalmist, ^ Thou has magni- 
fied thy word above all thy name." 

We have not the vanity or presmnption to sup- 
pose that we are above the liability to err ; but we 
have searched diligently after the truth, «.nd have 
not written a line without conviction of its accord- 
ance with the testimony of the Divine word. If we 
have erred we shall be truly grateful to a*ny one 
who will point out our errors, and show unto us a 
more excellent way. We ask a candid perusal of 
this volume, a thorough investigation of the views 
of the Scheme of Redemption presented in it, and 
an unprejudiced judgment respecting them. 

We shall be pleased to hear from any who may 
be interested in our views, and to answer inquiries 
respecting them. Having derived unspeakable com- 
fort from them to our own mind, we are desirous of 
communicating the same to others, and therefore 
invite inquiry and criticism. 

May the Grod and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the God of all grace and consolation, grant 
us the unction from above which shall guide lUS into 
all TrutL 



VINDICATION. 



This Appendix to Vol. I. has been called forth 
by the criticism of D. N. Lord, Esq., Editor of the 
Theological and Literary Journal of New York; 
who, misapprehending the doctrine of my book^ 
made a mis-statement of my theory and remarks 
thereon, calculated to prejudice the public mind 
agai^t it. His refusing to admit any correction, 
and attempting to justify his position, reduced me 
to the necessity of publishing the controversy be- 
tween us in this form. Here the reader will find 
the whole subject fairly presented, and can judge 
for himself whether Mr. Lord has sustained his posi- 
tion, or whether I have vindicated my theory. 
Truth is mighty and will prevail. 

Other articles which have a bearing on the same 
and other subjects presented in the Discourses, have 
been added, and will not, I think, be uninteresting 
to the reader. 

Any one wishing to obtain a copy of the Dis- 
courses, can do so by sending ?1, current money, 
or postage stamps, to the author's address, who in 
return will send the book, postage paid. 

Notices of the Discourses may be found at the 
close of this book. 

This book will be sent, postage paid, to any one 
who will send us 30 cents in postage stamps. 

JOHN Gt. WILSON, 

1410 Hanover street, Kensington, Philadelphia, Pa. 

(yi) 



DISCOURSES ON THE APOCALYPSE. 



Having recently completed a series of Discourses 
on this very interesting and important portion of 
the Word of God,- ve propose to make them the 
second volume of our Writings, and publish them 
in the usual duodecimo Library style. This we 
will do, as soon as, in the providence of God, our 
way may be opened to effect the same. A kind 
firiend, who has already aided us in this way, has 
proposed to be one of five to contribute JlOO each, 
to enable us to get the work stereotyped. Think- 
ing that there are others who would willingly aid us 
in this matter, if made acquainted with the proposal, 
we mention it to invite their co-operation, in a good 
cause. Others may be disposed to assist us by 
donations of less amount which will also be grate- 
fully accepted. And all such amounts shall, as 
God shall prosper us, be employed in benevolent 
purposes. Again, all persons may, if they will, fur- 
ther the plan by subscribing to our second' volume. 
This may be done by letter, through the mail, if 
they have no other means of access to the author or 

(Yii) 



VUl 



his agents. The work mil make about 500 pages, 
and will be 91,50 per copy, or $5 for four copies, 
bound in muslin ; and $2,25 per copy, or (10,00 
for five copies, bound in morocco, with gilt edges. 

These Discourses are of an expository character, 
in which every paragraph is separately and expli- 
citly considered, while the most complete and sys- 
tematic arrangement of the whole is preserved. 
The arrangement and classification of the Visions 
presented in this volume will be found entirely new, 
and we think so natural and harmonious, so conso- 
nant with the analogy of faith, and exhibiting the 
dispensations of God in such agreement with the 
benevolence and rectitude of his chs^acter, as to be 
commended to the enlightened judgment of all who 
are in quest of truth. And what has hitherto been 
regarded by the generality of Christendom as a 
sealed book, will, we are confident, be made plain, 
to the understanding of the intelligent reader, who 
will at least, whether he receive or reject our views, 
have the satisfaction of comprehending our mean- 
ing, and being furnished with a key to the interpre- 
tation of the symbols by which the agents, acts, 
and events predictied in this book are represented. 

We commit all to the overruling providence of 
God, and patiently wait for some clear indication 
of His will, to whom we have consecrated our Writ- 
ings for the glory of His name— the exaltation of 
His word, and the salvation of mankind. 
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ARTICLE FIRST. 

THE SUBJECTION AND RECONCILIATION OP ALL IN- 
TELLIGENT BEINGS TO GOD ; BEING A VINDICATION 
OF THE THEORY OP REDEMPTION ADVANCED IN 
THE DISCOURSES ON PROPHECY, IN REPLY TO SOME 
STRICTURES BY DAVID N. LORD, EDITOR OF THB 
" THEOLOGICAL AND LITERARY JOURNAL" OP NEW 
YORK. 

It is not surprising that mankind, in their present 
condition of being, should differ in their apprehensions 
of what is revealed in the Scriptures of truth, and 
form divers systems of Theology from the same facts, 
and build up adyerse theories professedly on the same 
foundation. Still I do not think that these differences 
are absolutely unaroidable; they do not necessarily 
result from the nature of the revelation, or from the 
constitutional powers of the human understanding. I 
have ever been disposed to look upon mind as in some 
sense a unit — ^the same in every intelligent being — and 
partaking of the nature of the Infinite Intelligence 
who is the Father of us all. No one, I presume, is 
knowingly in error, and obstinately persists in the 
wrong, unless for some seeming advantage or worldly 
interest, which for the time being has possession of the 
affections of his soul. As a general thing, the thoughts 
of men are honestly, however erroneously, formed; 
and the constitutional inclination to do right and to 
conform to the physical and moral fitness of things re- 
mains, to furnish ground of hope for the repentance 
and reformation of the most abandoned, when their 
errors shall be corrected, and their understandings con- 
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4 TRUTH HONESTLY SOUGHT 

winced of tbe trath. Children, by their inqnisitiTeness, 
nanifest a desire to knovr the nature, properties, and 
uses of the objects which engage their attention. And 
we are all conscious of a sinceritj in our inquiries, 
which can be satisfied with nothing short of what we 
believe to be the truth. Our natural impulse is to 
spurn indignantly the instruction that causeth to err. 
We are not willing to be imposed upon by falsehood 
or deceived by lies. And yet how many are the diffi- 
•culties to be encountered in the quest after truth 1 
What sacrifices are necessary to be made! What 
patience must be exercised I What childlike simplicity 
must be cultivated! What caution is requisite, lest 
we be led astray through the influence of natural 
temperament, undisciplined habits, established customs, 
false authority, indulged prejudices, unbridled passion^, 
and sinister motives I What need of the anointinff 
which teacheth us all things, that we may know th« 
things that are freely given to us of God I How 
earnestly and sincerely we should ask wisdom of Him 
who giveth liberally to them that ask him, and up* 
braideth not I Ah 1 there is hope for man in Qod and 
his Word — the fbuntain and the slaream of truth. 

A number of years ago^ while seanshing the Sacred 
Scriptures, as mentioned in my Introduction to the 
Discourses on Prophecy, I gave up my mind to the 
Spirit, and I was led into a new world— a world of 
Bivitie revealings — where I talked wi<^ Qod. The 
Theory of Redemption, as exhibited in my Discourses, 
was then made known to me. I saw, I felt, I realized 
that it was the truth. It differed widely from th« 
views I had previously entertained. It differed widely 
from the creeds current in the churches. I saw tlmt 
to embrace it involved the renunciation of long-cher- 
ished opinions, and, it might be, subjection to ecclesi** 
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AND EMBBACED. 

astieal ceasore, aod the alienation of dearly loved 
firiends. Bat it stood before my mind as a Bible sys- 
tem, invested with all the authority of the truth as it is 
in Jesos. It demanded my trust, my confidence, my 
acceptance, the sacrifice of my life. I could not hesi- 
tate. My choice was made. I conferred not with flesh 
and blood. I embraced it, and I welcomed pains and 
penalties^ sacrifices and losses, and whatever else might 
follow for the truth's sake. I now felt that I conld do 
nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 

I thought of the various conflicting systems of reli- 
gions belief among the sects. I had often before said 
that they could not all be true. Now the thought 
eame forcibly to my mind, that it was very possible that 
all might be in error. That although there was much 
precious truth in them, and perhaps enough of saving 
truth in. any of them to counteract the damnable infiu'* 
•Dce of error, and prove a means of salvation, yet they 
were like the colors of light refracted by the prism, 
giving an unnatural hue to the objects seen and con-* 
templated through it. And it was possible that God 
had been pleased to make the truth known to me, in' 
answer to the earnest longings of my spirit-^to me, less 
than the least of all his saints, and a mere babe in 
theological lore. 

Years have passed away since then, and my mind 
finds increasing satisfaction and delight in contemplating* 
this Bible system of Redemption ; this glorious mani* 
festatlon of the Divine parpose to reconcile all things 
unto himself by Jesus Christ ; and I am now sei for the 
defense of the GospeU 

In Mr. Lord's notice of my Discourses on Prophecy 

(fiee ** Theological and Literary Journal," July, 1857, p. 

165), the views to which he objects are too vaguely 

Stated and the language, for want of due discrimination, 
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6 MR. loss's mfFAIB STATSBdUENT. 

undesignedly calcnlated to convey an erroneons impres- 
sion, and do injastice to the work. After the com- 
mendatory remarks, which may be found among the 
notices of the Disconrses on Prophecy, he says : 

''His Tiews on subordinate points, from which w« dissent, it is 
not necessary to indicate. With the great doctrine of Millena- 
lianism, however, to our regret, he has associated the dogma of the 
fln^ restoration of sU fallen beings from sin, and deliTeranoe firom 
punishment, except a deprivstion of the foil dignity and blessednesft 
that are to be conferred on those of our race who accept salvation ia 
this life." 

This statement does not convey an adequate idea of 
the doctrine to which he objects. It could not be 
gathered from his article what the exception really in- 
volves. On the contrary, it would most naturally be 
inferred that I held the notion commonly entertained by 
Bestorationists, with this slight modification^ that the 
unrighteous^ on their subjection and reconciliation td 
Qod in a future life, will have simply a lesser degree 
of the dignity and blessedness to which those will attain 
who accept salvation in thin life. The language implies 
that they will be made partakers to some extent of thQ 
dignity and blessedness of the saints in kind, though 
not in degree ; that the only difference betwe^ the two 
classes will consist in the different degrees of dignity 
ttid blessedness conferred upon them. From hifr state- 
ment, it might also be inferred that I taught that an 
offer of salvation----of the very salvation now promised 
to them who believe the Oospel**-wi]l be made to the 
unrighteous in a future life, and to all filing beings ; 
and that all, on their reconciliaMon to Ood, will attain 
to that salvation in a limited degree. I do not think 
that Mr. Lord designed to oonvey these impressions^ 
unless he marvelously mistook my meaning ; but such 
is the inferential import of his lai^uage. And yet 
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TEUB STATBBfSNT. 7 

nothing couM be more directly opposed to the doc- 
trine advanced and maintained in my book, as the fol- 
lowing extracts will show. Thus, after treating of the 
resurrection of the unjust^ I add : 

"It may be asked, Does not this view militate against 
the perpetnity of future rewards and punishments ? I 
answer, No ; for the glorified saints of .God will, in their 
condition of glory and honor^ as kings and priests, have 
a reward as perpetual as existence itself; and each of 
them, in an appropriate degree of glory, will have a 
reward according to his works. And the rest of man- 
kind, in their condition of subjection and servitude, will 
have an endless punishment ; and each one, in his ap- 
propriate degree of dishonor, will be everlastingly sen- 
sible that it is according to his desert. Their recon- 
cfliation to God does not imply that they are exempted 
from all punishment, though they will be free from 
torment and pain ; but only that they will be reconciled 
to that state of subjection in which they will be placed, 
and which will be the penalty of their unbelief and 
rejection of Christ. Their punishment after subjection 
will consist chiefly in a loss of that glory and blessed- 
ness which is promised to believers in Christ, without 
the possibility of ever being able to recover it." — p. 314. 

Here it is shown that there will be an everlasting 
distinction between the condition of the saints of God, 
and the condition of the wicked, in the future, in kind. 
Nor will it be a slight difierence. The condition of the 
saints will be one of honor and glory; of regal do- 
minion and sacerdotal dignity. The condition of the 
wicked will be one of dishonor and shame; of subjec- 
tion and servitude. Among the saints there will be 
degrees of glory and blessedness in their condition, and 
among the subjects of their government there will be 
degrees of dishonor and shame in their condition ; but 
the latter shall not attain to the smallest degree of the 
former. And after their reconciliation to God in their 
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8 TRXnS BTA'RfeMXmP. 

condition of subjection, it is shown that thej still sof* 
for the loss of that glory and blessedness promised to 
believers in Christ, without the possibility of ever being 
able to recover it. Again, ait^ distingniahing between 
the salvation of believers in Christ as a special salva- 
tion, and the salvation of others as of an inferior char- 
acter, I add : 

"I do not hold to an indiscriminate salvation, such 
as is taught by XJniversalists and Restorationists, who 
maintain that all mankind are to be exalted to like 
glory and blessedness, though perhaps dififering in de- 
gree. I hold to such a salvation as, in the reconcilia- 
tion of all to God, metes out to every man a reward 
according to his works. Honor, glory, and everlasting 
dominion to the saints. Dishonor, shame, and subjec- 
tion to all who are, during their present probation, 
unbelieving and disobedient.^ — p. 321, 

Again: 

" By being reconciled to Qod, I do not understand 
that all are to be raised to the same glory and blessed* 
ness. I have already remarked that, in the future adju- 
dication of all things, there will be a meting out to each 
one according to his deeds. Hence, reconciliation must 
iliean a peaceful submission and acquiescence in what- 
ever position or condition an infinitely wise, good, and 
just Being shall assign to each. And all will be at last 
convinced that their suljection to Christ and his saints 
is the very best thing that Qod could do for them ; 
and hence they shall willingly submit to their rule and 
government." — p. 322. 

And speaking of tbe principle of judgment which 
obtains in all future rewards and punishments, I say : 

" All the saints are to be partakers of the first resur- 
rection — all are to be made kings and priests unto God 
-»-all are to inherit glory ; but there will be xlifferent 
degrees of glory and honor in the kingdom of Christ, 
and these degrees will be distributed among the saints 
according to their works : it will be so also in regard 
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MB. LOBD^S OBJSOdONB. 9 

to the anbordinate rank conferred on the faithfal Mil- 
lenarians. And in relation to those who shall come 
forth in the resurrection of condemnation, all will be 
vessels unto dishonor ; but there will be different de- 
grees of shame and contempt meted ont to them ac- 
eovding to their worksw God will make a righteous 
and wise discrimination between the different degrees 
of crime and shades of character in the day of retribu- 
tion. It will be impossible for any man to escape from 
the consequences of his conduct in this life. In one 
way or other, they will be as perpetual as lu& exist- 
ence. For the faithful will, in their different degrees 
of rewards, have an eternal memento and consequence 
of their works ; and the wicked will have the same m 
their different degrees of punishment and state of sub- 
jection." — p. 30T. 

From these quotations, and more might be added 
of the same purport, it is clearly seea that, on my 
theory, those of mankind who die in sin, can never, in 
a future state, by any possibility, recover what has been 
lost by their disobedience during their probation here ; 
bat that they will be forever excluded from any partici- 
pation whatever in the condition of dignity and blessed- 
Bess conferred oa the saints of Ood ; that their condi- 
tion will be essentially different from that of the saints^ 
in kind, and unaltehtbly so. How then coidd Mr. Lord 
have so egregiously mistaken my view, as to make the 
statement he has made t Bow could he represent me 
as teaching the restoration of all fallen beings to a con- 
dlti<m like the saints, " except a deprivation of the full 
dignity and blessedness" te be conferred on them^ 
when my language so nneqoivocally shows that they 
will be excluded forever from any participation in that 
glory and blessedness ? 

Again, Mr. Lord says that this is 

''A notion that hag no natural oonneetion with the doctrine of 
Chrifltfi penonal reign, and the redenption of fiitnre generatlonf 
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lO OBJECnONS AXBWBanx 

of our raoe; k fonndvd on texts Bot ia debate between MiIleDn- 
rians and Anti-MiUenariane; and is, in our jadg^ent, wholly 
groundlesi, at war with the clear toaehings of the divine Word, and 
of a yerj injariooa tendency." 

Ab Mr. Lord has evidently mistaken my view alto* 
gether, and predicates these remarks upon that mis* 
take, they can only apply to the misconception he him- 
self entertains of my theory, or to the notion commonly 
entertained by Bestorationists, which I have repudiated. 
Bat, so far as my theory is concerned, it certainly has 
a most natnral connection with Christ's reign on earth; 
qnless Mr. Lord means to deny that, at any period of 
Christ's reign, the unrighteous dead will be raised and 
subjected to his judgment. I admit that it forms a 
distinct subject from the redemption of future genera- 
tions of our race during the Millennium ; nor have I 
confounded it with that. The subjection and recou* 
dilation of the unrighteous dead will not take place 
until after the Millennium, and, of course, after the re- 
demption of the f\iture generations of which Mr. Lord 
speaks. It iis another and different phase of the king- 
dom altogether; but, nevertheless, as naturally connected 
With the kingdom as the millennial dispensation is. 
The Millennium is not the ultimatum of Christ's reign 
on earth. It may be regarded as only an incipient 
condition, to be succeeded by others of far greater 
glory and power. 

That it is founded on texts, not in debate between 
Millenarians and Anti-Millenarians, is certainly no 
reason why it should not be treated of in a work de- 
signed to embrace the entire plan of redemption, in all 
its parts, as revealed in the Scriptures of truth. My 
view is not limited by the Millennium, but extendi to 
the final consummation of mediation ; and the conuec- 
tion was therefore not only natural but inseparable. 
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MR. xobd's qvkries, etc. 11 

As Mr. Lord has not giren ns any argament to sns* 
tain his jadgment in pronoancing it " wholly groand- 
less;'' as he has not pointed oat a single passage of 
the divine Word with which he thinks it Is at war ; and 
as he has not attempted to show wherein it is of very 
injarions tendency, I am spared the necessity of making 
any defense on these points, and merely observe, that I 
shall be glad to have its foundations tested. If I mis* 
take not, the texts of Scripture on which it is founded 
will stand the trral, and be found sufficiently penoaneot 
to sustain the superstructure against all attacks which 
may be made upon it. And I think it will' be dffficnlti 
if not impossible, to show that it is hostile* to the divine 
Word, or that it is of injurious tendency. If it is the 
truth, as I verily believe it to be, it will stand the 
firmer, if possible, and shine the brighter for the trial. 
And if it be not the truth, its fallacy ought to be ex* 
posed ; and none will rejoice more in its overthrow than 
I, for I have no interest separate* from the truth. 

Mr. Lord fhrther says r 

** We ar& surprised tbat one who so clearly and earnestly holds the 
great doctrines of redemption By the ekpiatibn and righteonsnesi 
of Christ, shonldf entertaiB so oontradiofeory at theory* How, with« 
out an atonemesi^ are Satatti and his fellow fallen angels to be for* 
^ven, or released from punishment? How, withont the Holy Spirit, 
are the impenitent of mankind, to be recalled to obedience ? Mere 
punishment has no adaptation to change the incorrigible heart. 
Mere happiness or Qnjoymeiitis not the- proper measure of the beat 
moral system* Xhe best qrstem^ other things being equal, is that 
in which God is most fully revealed and exhibited in all his per- 
fections ; in which his holy subjects are raised to the highest knowl- 
edge and love of him, and the most fervent and steadfast allegianoe 
to him ; and in which it is shown- most demrastmtively, that no st* 
t^mpt to oyertnm his government ean be- suceessful, but that he i^ 
able to reign justly, benevolently, and wisely over fallen and rebel- 
lious creatures, as well as over those that are obedient, and make 
the rebellion and ruin of enemies the means of subserving the ditf* 
plaj of hii glory, and the well-being of the Univenw." 
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HerOi Mr. Lord, coBcedlag that I hold cleftrly and 
earnestly the great doctrmes of redemptioQ by the 
expiation and righteousness of Christ, charges me with 
holding also a contradictory theoiy ; bat it most be 
recollected that it is only his misconception of my 
theory, and not my theory itself, that is contradictory 
to those doctrines, Kis qnestions show that be has 
entirdy overlooked some important bearings of the doc- 
trines- aUoded to, as well as one of the most common 
principles of justice in the punishment of the guilty. In 
regoxA to the human raoe, I hold that Christ sustains the 
relation of the second representative man ; and that, as 
the disobedience of the first representative man, Adam, 
was imputed to all the race,, so the obedience of the 
second representative nuin, Christ, was imputed to 
all the race. That all are made sinners by the one, 
and condemned to death ; and all are made righteous 
by the other, and ordained to life* That death has 
passed upon all men as the penalty of the one, 
and life shall come to all men as the award of the 
other. That ''as in Adam all die,, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. ^' But every n^an is to be raised 
in his own order. And the distket^^n of order is 
founded on this : that Christ having by his death made 
an expiation for the sins of the world, ev^ry one who 
believes in him, aqcording to the promise of the Gospel, 
veceives the remlasioQ of sins, is justified, sanctified, and 
adopted into the family of Gk>d : becomes a saint, an 
heir of God, and a joint-heir with Christ to an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; 
and shall be made partaker of the first resurrection, the 
order of the saints of God, and shall be constitated a 
king and priest unto God and shall reign with Christ 
on the earth. And though the atonement and e^cpia- 
tion by Christ's death be unlimited in ita nature an4 
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of infinite efficacy, jet none wOl receive the atonement 
or the forgiveness of sins — ^none will be made partaken 
of the first resurrection and the dignity and blessednesi 
of the heirs of God, but those who believe the GospeL 
This is the special salvation which comes only upon 
them that believe. But the salvation of believers by the 
atonement of Christy and their exaltation to glory and 
honor in the kingdom of God, does not militate against 
the salvation of all the rest of mankind from death in 
consequence of the obedience of Christ as the second 
representative man. On the contrary, the latter is as 
certain as the former ; and tiie Scriptures abundantly 
show that the unjust shall be raised from the dead as 
well as the just. Of this Paul says ; ** We have hope 
toward God." Only, they will not be raised at the same 
time, nor in the same condition that the Just will be. 
The just will be raised befisHre the Millennium ; the un- 
just after the Millennium. The bodies of the just will 
be changed that they may be fasMoned like unto 
Christ's glorious body ; the bodies of the unjust wiU 
have the characteristics of the body of the first Adam 
when he was created. The just shall be kings and 
priests of the Ejngdom ; the unjust shall be subjected 
to their righteous administration. The just, being for« 
given, will not be hurt of the second death— -the pun- 
ishment of personal sins ; the unjust, not being forgiven, 
shall be hurt of the second death, ). e., shall be pun- 
ished on account of their personal sins. Sins not for- 
given must receive due punishment y and therefore those 
who die in sin will, after their resurrection from the 
dead, reeeive in the body the punishment of the sins 
committed in this life. This punishment will be inflicted 
upon them by the saints with Christ, in their adminis- 
tration of his righteous government ; and will be de- 
signed and adapted to subdue them to his authority and 
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dominion, as well as to receompense or requite their 
former disobedience. I have no such thought as that 
their condition will be one of "mere punishment;" or 
that, if it should be, mere punishment will have the 
effect of subduing and reeoneiling them to the govern- 
ment of God as it will then be administered. But I hold 
that their condition will be such, the ciicumstances sur- 
rounding them will be such, the influences brought to 
bear upon their minds will be such, that altogether com- 
bined they will be adapted to ensure their subjection 
and reconciliation to God. I do not in this view dis- 
card the influences of the Holy Spirit. I believe that the 
means employed to effect this end will be accompanied 
by the divine energy, and thus made effectual. God 
never has instituted, and never will institute any means 
for human redemption independent of his Spirit. Divine 
power attends divine ordinances as far as is consistent 
with the free agency of his creatures. And without 
doubt, God can institute means of snfiScieut efficacy to 
subdue and reconcile all to his government without 
infringing upon their free agency. In like manner, I 
) believe that Satan and his fellow fallen angels will be 
subjected and reconciled to the dominion of Christ. 

As to their being released from punishment without 
forgiveness, that is a common principle of law and 
equity. If forgiven, they would not be punished. And 
when the term of punishment expires, they are released 
without being forgiven. If a man be convicted of a 
crime for which he is sentenced to the penitentiary for 
ten years ; and the governor, on the intercession of some 
friend, should pardon him, he escapes the punishment ; 
but if not pardoned, he must suffer the punishment, 
until the expiration of the term, when he is released 
without pardon. Because he is not pardoned he is 
puAished ; but the punishment is not therefore neees* 
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sarily nnending. M7 theory is, that so fiir as the pun- 
ishment of sinners in a fatnre life relates to torment and 
pain, it will hare an end on their reconciliation to Ood's 
government ; hut so far as it relates to their condition 
of sabjection and dishonor, it will be unending. They 
will never be raised above the condition of subjects. 
They never will attain to a particle of the dignity and 
blessedness of the saints of God. 

I am far from supposing, that " mere happiness or en- 
joyment is the proper measure of the best moral system.** 
I have made no such representation. I have furnished 
no premises for such an inference. But I think that, 
" other things being equal," God is more highly honored 
in the happiness or enjoyment of his creatures than in 
their unhappiness and misery. And his nature is more 
clearly revealed and his perfections more fully exhibited 
in a system whose provisions shall be found adequate to 
the entire removal of moral evil and physical suffering 
than in one in which they will have continual scope. 
And such I believe to be the system revealed inthe Scrfp- 
tures of truth : one in which his saints " will be raised 
to the highest knowledge and love of him, and the most 
fervent and steadfast allegiance to him," and will be pre- 
eminently qualified for the high and holy commitment 
of the government of the world to their hands, — one in 
which it will be fully demonstated "that no attempt to 
overturn his government can be successful," and in which 
he will " reign justly, benevolently and wisely over his 
fallen and rebellious creatures," and subdue them to his 
will, and reconcile them to his government, making the 
wrath of man to praise him, restraining the excess of 
wrath, and glorifying his wisdom, power,, and goodness in 
the subjection and reconciliation of all to himself. Such 
I think is the scriptural view of the best moral system, 
and one in which the nature and perfections of Jehovah 
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vifi be fallj displayed in ft complete and everlastmg 
triamph orer all eTil. 
Mr. Lord contiBBes :— 

"That Sfttan and his party are to be so baffled in all tl^eir imptous 
sehemes, and to thorenghly made iabservient to Chxisifa glorj, aa to 
be forced to feel that they are oonqneredi to see that all God's 
ways are right, and to oonfess that Christ i« Jehovah, to the honor 
of the Father, does not imply that they are to lay aside their bos- 
tility and become adorers." 

But if thej should " laj aside their hostilitj and be- 
come adorers/' would not that be a consummation de- 
Toutly to be wished? Will it not add more to the 
glory of the Divine triumph over them ;. if, instead of 
being merely forced to acknowledge Christ's supremacy 
they should be reconciled to his authority 7 If instead 
of continuing in unsubdued rebellion and hostility, they 
should be made his willing and loving servants ? Would 
such a result as this dishonor God ? or tarnish the es- 
cutcheon of Emanuel's glory ? Would it dim his per- 
fections to proceed so far in redeeming his creatures, 
as to extirpate sin from the universe, and remove all 
suffering and torment 7 If they shall '' feel that they are 
conquered," may they not submit themselves to the 
conqueror 7 If they shall " see that all God's ways are 
right," may they not become reconciled to them 7 may 
they not "lay aside their hostility"? May they not 
adore him whom they shall confess to be Lord to the 
glory of God the Father 7 Does not reconciliation im- 
part as much as this ? 

But Mr. Lord says : — 

"Among the traibs wbieh they will be brought to lee and feel with 
a deyonring poignanoy, one of the most piercing doubtless will be, 
that Qod is jastifLed, and required by his wisdom and beueyolenoe, 
to exolude them forerer trom his favor, and leave them to exist with- 
out any of those provisions for their holiness and happiness which 
they hare r^ected and forfeited by rebemon.*' 
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If by favor Mr. Lord means practical benefit ; and if 
by excluding them from bis favor is meant their exclu- 
sion from the practical good conferred upon the obedi- 
ent, then I agree with him that it is a truth which the 
fallen angels " will be brought to see and feel with de* 
Yonring poignancy," that on principles of eternal recti- 
tude, they must be forever excluded from that condition 
of favor which they have forfeited by rebellion : for it 
would manifestly be a weakening of the principles of 
righteous government, to bestow upon those who have 
sinned, even on their repentance and submission, the 
special favor which was promised to the obedient. The 
conditions of a past probation cannot be recalled. The 
disobedient cannot be replaced in a state of primitive 
innocence again ; and hence it is impossible for them 
ever to have either means, or opportunity of obtaining 
the favor or rewards which by transgression they have 
lost. Once lost, they are forever lost. But if by this 
form of speech Mr. Lord means, as I suppose he does, 
to affirm as a truth, that the fallen angels will be ex- 
clndod from all manner of favor whatever, and irrevo- 
cably doomed by the Almighty to unmitigated misery 
and torment, and that God is required by his wisdom 
and benevolence to consign them to such a fate ; then 
I must differ from him. All that has been revealed to 
ns of God^s nature, character and government, is ad- 
verse to snch a doctrine. His wisdom and benevolence 
make no snch requirement of him. God is not bound 
to be vindictive. He is under no obligation to be un- ; 
merciful. On the contrary it is written : " He will not / 
always chide, neither will he keep his anger forever." 
Finally, Mr. Lord says : 

When, in the light of the future world, all the grounda of Satan's 
rebellion shall be un vailed to us, we not improbably shall see that 
(me of the false and impious assumptions on which he proceeded, 

2* BbB 



i8 7ALSB A£eUMFnON8 Willi BS BIBFUTSD, 

was tbat God is bound to socuro the holinets and happin«fl» of all 
his moral creatures; and if they revolt, to restore them to obedience 
and blessedness : which is to denj his right to punish for any other 
end than the good' of the individual punished ; and that is, in effect, 
to deny that be himself has interests and rights whioh he oan vindi-* 
oate and maintain by punishment His own truth and glory doubt- 
less require that he should refute all such assumptions, and show by 
his everlasting administration, that he has all those rights which he 
assumes and asserts in the institution of his law, and enforcement of 
it by penalties." 

Bat since the light of the fature world has not yet 
dawned on Mr. Lord's vision , and all the grounds of 
Satan *s rebellion have not been revealed to him in that 
light, it is not impossible bat that he may be mistaken 
in his conjecture respecting the false and impious as> 
sumptions on which Satan proceeded. The one he has 
adduced I think is very improbable. The word of God 
attributes to him no such assumption. It presents en- 
tirely different grounds ; for pride is mentioned as being 
at the bottom of his rebellion.- Besides, it is absurd to 
suppose that an intelligent being would proceed in re- 
bellion on such an assumption. It is to suppose that 
he proceeded to sin because God was bound to make 
him holy, and continues to rebel because God is bound 
to subdue him ; and courts misery and pain, because 
God is bound to make him happy and blessed. A child 
must be very fond of the rod, or rather of the smarting 
iib occasions^ who disobeys his parents because they are 
bound to flog him into obedience. 

God has a right, an inextinguishable right, to the love 
and obedience of all his intelligent creatures ; and, if they 
rebel against him he will vindicate that right by punish- 
ing them for their sins ; and that too with a design to re- 
buke their iniquity and turn them from the evil of their 
way, and subdue them to his rightful authority ; and any 
piunishment purely yindictive would fail to vindicate his 
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rights and interests as the moral governor of the nnirerse. 
And this accords with the teachings of his Word, which 
asserts that he afflicteth not willingly, nor grieveth the 
children of men ; that it is not for his pleasure that he 
punishes us, but for our own profit, that we may be 
partakers of his holiness. I rejoice to know that God 
will not only refute all false and impious assumptions, 
of whatever sort, on which fallen angels have proceeded, 
or still continue to rebel against him ; but also that he 
will so clearly and fully vindicate his rights to the 
love and obedience of all intelligences, that in the end i 
all will be subdued and reconciled to him ; and that 
every knee shall bo^ to him, and every tongue confess / 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father. 
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TO THE READER. 

Mr. Lord's notice of my book I have given entire, 
and so arranged that any one can read it consecutively 
hy first reading the following commendatory notice 
from the "Theological and Literary Journal," and 
then the rest as quoted in the First Article. 

"Mr. Wilson tnats, in this sories of disoonrses, of ihe work of 
BedemptioD, from its institation in Paradise, on the fall of our first 
parents, throngh all its steps, till Christ's triumph shall be com- 
pleted OTer his foes. He holds to the resteration of the Israelites ; 
ibe resurrection of tiie holy dead at the commencemeDl of the Mil- 
ienninm ; Christ's personal reign here ; and the perpetuity of ib« 
earth, as the abode of the redeemed and the seat of his kingdom ; 
and most of the nnmerons themes which he discnsses are treated 
in a satisfactory manner. He is familiw with the sacred word ; he 
presents his thoughts dearly, and urges them with earnestness and 
force.** 

In like manner the letter in reply to my first article 
is given in whole. First read the following introduc- 
tory remiu*ks, and then the rest will be found ' quoted 
in the reply. The only difference (but one not affect- 
ing the sense) is, that in Mr. Lord^s letter both reasons 
for not inserting the article in the Journal are first 
given, and the rest follow in order. 

Jfew York, bth January^ 1858. 
jr. 0. Wilson: 

Bbab Sib— Your letter reached me a week or two since, but 
I hare been so occupied printing the Journal, and other eases, that 
I could not earlier reply to it. I cannot properly comply with 
your wish that it should be inserted in the Journal — bo& 
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ARTICLE SECOND. 

▲ LETTER TO D» N. LORD ESQ., RBVIEWINa HIS REA. 
SOKS FOR DECLINING TO PUBLISH THE FOREGOING 
ARTICLE, IN WHICH THE SUBJECT IS FURTHER 
EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED, AND HIS MISCON- 
CEPTIONS RECTIFIED ^ 

Kensington, Philadelphia^ February 14, 1858. 

D. N. Lord, Esq. : — ^I embrace the earliest oppor- 
tauity afforded me to reply to your favor of the 5th 
nit., accompanying the return of my article on the sub- 
jection and reconciliation of all intelligent beings to 
God. I did not expect its insertion in the Journal, so 
I am not disappointed. I have had some experience 
Id these matters, and have always found that those who 
conduct such periodicals are generally too conservative 
of editorial dignity to admit their infallibility to be 
questioned in their own columns. And Mr. Knight 
had already informed me, before the article was written, 
that it could not be admitted. Still I thought I would 
test the fairness of the Journal by actual experiment, 
as nothing worse than a refusal could be the result. 
But since you have assigned reasons for not admitting 
it, I propose to examine them and test their strength 
and validity, especially as they involve the points in 
dispute. 

The first reason you assign for not inserting it in the 
journal is thus stated : 

" Becanse I regard yoa as having no sucli ground, as jou 8up« 
pose, for dissatisfaction with the statement I gaye of your yiewa of 
the restoration of fallen beings." 
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And in jastificatiou of this joa farther saj : 

" I really do not think that the itatemeat I made, to which 700 
mainly objeet, is chargeable with unfairness and inaoooracy. It is. 
In my jadgment, as tme a presentation of yoar doctrine as could 
well be expressed in a fow words. There is nothing false in it* 
There is no essential defect in it^ as far as I can see." 

Well, let us examiue the statement made in the 
Joarnaly in juxtaposition with that made in mj book, 
on the point in question. 

Di»cour»e» on Prophecy, Journal. 



"Their puniehment after ni5/«<!- 
tion vaill consist chiejijf in a lot* 
of that glorv and hleeeeanese ichieh 
f« promitea to helievera in Chriat, 
without the poMibility of their ever 
being able to recover it"-^p, 314. 



" except a deprivation of fJU 

full dignity and bleseedneee tkat 
are to i« conferred on thoee of our 
race who aoeept ealvation in thia 
;,/«."— -Vol. X. p. 165. 



Now, there is an essential difference between this 
and that — a difference consisting in the mighty import, 
in this connection, of the word **full" — a difference as 
vast as that between an utter and everlasting exclusion 
from the dignity and glory of the saints of God, and 
a participation therein almost to fullness or comple- 
tion — a difference so great that he must be blind indeed 
who cannot see it. Your statement in the Journal is, 
therefore, chargeable, not only with "unfairness and 
inaccuracy," but also with untruthfulness. Instead 
of there being "nothing false in it," the word **fulV^ 
has filled it vriih falsehood. It not only contains a 
perversion of my views, but represents me as teaching 
doctrines which I have distinctly and emphatically re- 
pudiated. My doctrine could have been truthfully pre- 
sented in fewer words. Yoi^ might have said. Except 
an irrecoverable loss of the glory and blessedness whicU 
is promised to believers in Christ. But you proceed 
to say : 

^* Your doctrine, as restated by yourself, is, that there is to be a 
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final rwtorfttion of all fUlen baiogs from sid, and deUTerraee from 
paniahmoQt, exoept a deprivation of the dignity and blessednesi 
that are to be conferred on tbose of our race who accept ealvation 
in this life. And that is certainly the doctrine of jonr yolnme. I 
am not aware of any expression I eonld hare used that would hare 
been more absoluteiy exae^ and eontaiaed STery thing essential to 
a clear expression of your Tiews." 

Here again yon are at fanlt. I have not so restated 
my doctrine. If you wished to give my doctrine as re* 
stated by myself, why did you not qnote my words f 
Why do yon make yonr own restatement of it, in lan- 
guage to which I have expressly objected, and then 
call it mine ? Sarely I have been concise and explicit 
enough in my statements. What advantage, then, do 
yon expect to gain by such misstatements of my views ? 
My restatement of the point in question is the very 
same in substance as formerly made in my book, and 
is not that which yon have given in yonr letter ; as 
will clearly appear when placed in juxtaposition; 
thus : 

In yowr Letter, In my Arttele, 



« "except a deprivation of the 

dignity and blessedness that are 
to be conferred on those of our 
race who accept salration in this 
life." 



" They will be forever excluded 
firom any participation whatever 
in the condition of dignity and 
blessedness conferred on the 
saints of God." 



You may perhaps say, that though you have not 
nsed the same words, you have given the exact sense. 
But while the phrase ** those of our race who accept 
salvaMon in this life'^ may be deemed equivalent to the 
term "saints of God^^^ yet, in the connection in which 
it is used in the Journal, and which yon attempt to 
justify, it implies that the salvation spoken of may be 
offered to others in a fhtnre life. I cannot suppose 
that you simply meant by such phraseology to desig- 
nate the saints of God, independent of any such impli- 
cation. You would scarcely, in that case, have resorted 

359 



84 FosiTioirs voiHiHnia tbx futtjbe. 



to Booh drciimlocotioB« BesldeB, your sabwqfie&t re^ 
marks in the Journal show that yon used it to desig- 
nate them in contrast with snch as wonld, according to 
jronr misconception of my Tiew8» embrace salvation ia 
a fatore life, and thus become partakem of it, tboagh 
not to the full extent in which it wonld be conferred 
on thoee who accepted it in this life. And this is not 
the doctrine of my volnme. If yon ean addnee an ex- 
pression from my book of snch import, I will thank 
yon for doing so, and will most certainly expunge it^ 
and pnblicly renounce it as erroneous. Tour statement^ 
therefore, even after you have dropped the word "fuUf^^ 
instead of being '' absolutely exacts" is equivocally dis* 
similar, and contains a gross misrepresentation of mj 
▼lews. If yon bad observed my language, and weighed 
well its import, yon might have been aware of expres* 
■ions which would have been more exact Again yon 
say: 

''The only word from which you dissent seems to be 'fall.' Had 
that been omitted, 70a would hare had no objection, I take it, to 
ib» itatoment" 

But how you could say so, afler reading my article, 
is a mystery to me. Certainly, no one else would think 
so. It was not the only word in that one sentence to 
which I objected. I dissented as positively and une- 
quivocally from the phraseology of the last member of 
the sentence, as I did from the word "full,^^ its import 
being objectionable on the same grounds. Again you 
proceed to say : 

^'Bat that word is, in mj judgment, essential to a tniliifol ezhi- 
billon of yovr ideas and representations of the state to whieh tha 
once lost are to be restored. For the gloiy and dignity of the risen 
saints is not to be merely a splendor of external form and a dignity 
of office. A far more essential glory will consist in their likeness to 
Qod in knowledge and rightoonsness. ' Those whom God forekncrwt 
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1m predestlsftfced to b« eonformed to the image of hie Son, that he 
might be the first born among many brethren.' This image is the 
moral, not the corporeal image of Christ: and it is an image of 
glory. ' For we all with open face, beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are ehanged into the same image from glory to 
glory, aa by the Spirit of the Lord.' Bat to this glory yoa hold th« 
9nce lost aare to be raised j Jfor you maintain that they are to be re- 
newed by the Spirit of God, and raised to perfect holiness." 

Here you boldly assert wliat I most positively deny, 
«t)d now tshallenge yoa to prove, or else retract. I 
deny that I hold that the lost are to be raised to the 
l&tellectaal and moral image of Ood, in which the saints 
vill be renewed. I deny that I have maintained that 
they are to be thns renewed by the Spirit of God, and 
raised to perfect holiness. The statements yon here 
make are mere fabrications of yonr imagination ; they 
haTe no foundation in any thing which I have written. 
I think I understand, from the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures, in what the glory and dignity, and, I may add, 
blessedness of the saints will consist, and which will be 
their future and everlasting reward. And I have ex- 
pressly declared that the wicked, or those who die in 
unbelief and sin, will be forever excluded from any par- 
ticipation whatever in that condition of dignity, glory, 
and blessedness. Their glory, indeed, will not alto- 
gether consist in external splendor and official dignity ; 
nor have I intimated that it will ; on the contrary, I 
have fully shown that their moral and intellectnal quali- 
fications must be adapted to that condition. They mnst 
be made meet^ by a moral regeneration and intellectual 
endowment, for that glorious exaltation and ineffable 
blessedness. In this life they must ''give all diligence 
to add to faith virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and 
to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, pa- 
tience ; and to patience, godliness ; and to godliness, 
brotherly-kindness ; and to brotherly-kindness, charity,'^. 
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that **80 an eniraace may be ndnirtefed to tbera alNiQ* 
dantly into the ererlastiog kiogdom of oor Lord and 
Savioar Jesas Christ" The Eiog's daughter most be 
all glorioas within. The holiaess oi the saintA is their 
meetnesB for the laberitaBce promised to them ; and of 
that holiness do nabelierer can erer be a partaker. It 
is a holiness which can only be produced by the Spirit 
of God, through his Word, in this ytate <^ trial or pro* 
bation. The fcHrgiveaess of sins, tbroiHjfh faith iu the 
atonement of Christy is preached to men in this state 
of trial only, and belier^s obtain forgiveness. -Aad 
this faith, workifig by the lore springing from a sense 
of pardon on snch grounds, puriles the heart ; so thai 
they are said to wash their robes and make them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. The trial and discipline of 
this life, also, has a corresponding eifect in this eonnecr 
tion ; for the trial of their faith worketh patience ; and 
patience, experience ; and experieace, hope ; and hope 
maketh not ashamed, because the love of Ood is shed 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given 
to them. Hence, Peter says : " Think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial, which is to trj you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you : But rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; 
that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
with exceeding joy.'' And he shows, moreover, that 
the object of these manifold temptations is, ** Tliat the 
trial of their faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisbeth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honor and glory at the ap« 
pearing of Jesus Christ." 

Kow, as the Gospel of Christ, containing the procla* 
mation of the forgiveness of sins througji the atone- 
ment of Christ, forms no part of the moral means em- 
ployed in a future life for the reconciliation of the lost 
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md no promise will be made to them of glory and 
honor, to sacceed the discipline by which they will be 
sabjected to the government of Christ and his saints ; 
and aa they cannot possibly be placed in circnmstances 
and relations snch as in this state of probation are de- 
signed for the trial of faith and derelopment of Christ- 
Ian character, it is manifest that they never can believe 
in the atonement of Christ so as to obtain the remission 
of sins ; they never can possess or exercise a love spring- 
in g from a sense of pardon through Christ; they never 
can, therefore, attain to any degree whatever of the 
faith of Qod^s elect, or the love by which that faith 
works, or of the holiness which is the result of that 
operation. I do not, therefore, hold that the lost are 
to be raised to the image of moral glory in which the 
saints will be renewed. 

Moreover, I hold that the intellect of believers in 
Christ will be improved by their growth in knowledge 
here — a knowledge of divine things, which the natnral 
man receiveth not and nnderstandedi not. Bat, after 
all, their knowledge here will be very imperfect, and 
they will need the enlargement and perfection of their 
intellectual flEumlties by the renewing and change of the 
physical man, at the first resurrection and translation, 
to qnalify them to comprehend and understand the 
whole economy of Ood in relation to the kingdom to 
be entrusted to their administration. And I hold that 
they will, during a sojourn with Christ in the air for 
perhaps forty years, between the first and second stages 
of his Advent, be fully instructed in that economy, and 
marshaled in their respective degrees of glory. 

Now, as unbelievers are not aided by^the Spirit to 
understand the spiritual things of Ood in this life, and 
will not be partakers of the first resurrection or trans- 
lation of the saints, and will neither have the ability 
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nor the opportuuitj of acquiriog the knowledge to be 
attained by the saints, it is manifest that they can never 
be renewed in that intellectual image of God in which 
the glorified saints will be renewed. Yonr premises 
and conclusions, therefore, are wholly invalid. They 
have no foundation in my theory, but are altogether 
the offspring of your singular misconception of it. 

Your exegesis, also, is extremely faulty. After 
quoting Rom. viii. 29, you say : " This image is the 
moral, not the corporeal image of Christ ; and it is an 
image of glory." Whereas, if you will read the chapter, 
you will find that the image spoken of, while it un- 
doubtedly includes moral regeueration, or implies it, as 
a qualification for the glory to be revealed, more par- 
ticularly refers to the physical and. political condition. 
It is the " being glorified together with Chrigtf^^ of t. 
It, "the glory which shall be revealed in i«,'' v. 18, 
at "the manifeMaiion of the sons of God,^^ v. 19, *'the 
being delivered from the bondage of corruption, into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God/* v. 21, 
" the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body/* ▼. 
23, " the kopCf** which we do " with patience waiifor** 
T. 25. And that it refers especially to the physical 
and political condition of believers in Christ in a future 
life, is evident from the phrase, "thai he might be the 
first bom among many brethren/* which cannot refer 
to a moral regeneration, for Christ was never the sub- 
ject of a spiritual birth ; but refers to his resurrection 
firom the dead, whereby he was declared to be the Sou 
of Ood with power, and his heirship of all things, ac- 
cording to the decree, " Thou art my Son, this day have 
I begotten thee,'' Psalm ii. 7, and relates to the time 
when, obtaining the dominion, he shall be the first born 
among the many raised and glorified sons of God ; of 
whom Christ says, " they shall be the children of God, 
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being the children of the resurrection.^^ Paul's decla- 
ration in 2 Cor. iii. 18, shows that we are to be changed 
into that same image from glory to glory ; from one 
stage of renewing to another, until we bear the perfect 
image of the Lord as revealed to us in the mirror of his 
Word. Hence, believers are to be confirmed in holi- 
ness before God, even the Father, at the coming of onr 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and then they will be made perfect 
in all that shall be essential to their condition of exal- 
tation and power. Then shall they know even as they 
are known ; *'for now we see through a glass darkly, 
but then face to face." Then the purpose of God to 
take out of the Gentiles a people for his name will be 
consummated, and the instrumentalities now being em- 
ployed for that end will be laid aside ; and the church 
of the redeemed saints will be glorified with their ex- 
alted Head. Consequently, these instrumentalities 
being then laid aside, no one who dies in unbelief and 
sin can, in a future life, be made a partaker of the im- 
age of the Lord to which the saints will have been con- 
formed, in any of its glorious features. Again you 
say: 

" Tbeir eondition, too, according (o your view, instead of being 
one of degradation, diBgraoe, and unbappiness, is to be one of great 
dignity and felicity. For if they become perfectly holy, they will 
be objects of God's complacency. They are also, you represent^ to 
become perfectly reconciled to him, and acquiesce with full submis- 
sion in his dealings with them. They must necessarily, therefore, 
be eminently happy. Their love of God, their sense of his petfeot 
wisdom and righteonsness, their gratitude for his graoe, must rise 
to a rapturous height; and their knowledge of God's just kingdom^ 
and the grandeur of his sway over it, must prove a source of per- 
petual and lofty enjoyment. In like manner, their relation to the 
riflen saints is, as you represent it, to be one of great benefits and 
blessedness. They are, you hold, to be under the government of 
those glorious beings. Of course, then, they are to enjoy their so- 
ciety, be the objects of their luve and care, and derive from them 
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an th« aida of knowledge, oaltare, and example whioh tiieir eminent 
Visdom and perfeot benefioenoe ean impart to them ; and be led on 
by them flrom one itage of adranceraent in all that can adorn and 
blesa, to another, throngh eternal yearf. It in quite a mifltake to 
coneetye of anoh a relation and eondition aa dishonorable and penal, 
and apeak of them aa depriTaUona. They would immeaaurably 
transcend in bliss and dignity any state of which we have any ex- 
perienee in this life. I used the word 'full/ therefore, in statiog^ 
your doctrine, with entire propriety, and it was essential in order to 
indicate the peonliarity of your Tiews; for, whether yon make the 
specific statement or not, your doctrine does exhibit those who are 
to be restored Arom the second death, as to be raised to a high de- 
gree of glory, dignity, and blessedness ; though inferior to that with 
whioh the aainta of Ihe first resarreetion are to be distinguished." 

What yoQ have said in this paragraph respecting 
the after condition of those of onr race who, being 
raised from the dead in the last order, shall be sub- 
jected and recoDdled to God, throngh instrnmentalities 
and^ means adapted to that pnrpose, is mostly without 
any foundation in any thing that I have written. In* 
deed, in some particalars it is in direct opposition to 
my statements. And yonr assertions that it is " accord- 
ing to my views," and " as I represent it," need proof. 
I haye nowhere stated that their condition will be " one 
of great dignity and /elicUy." I have repeatedly and 
explicitly stated that theirs will be a condition of sub- 
jection and servitude, or, as the Scriptores represent it, 
of dishonor and shame. For it will be one to which 
they will be condemned as a penalty for their con- 
tinued unbelief and disobedience during their state of 
trial under some previous dispensation of grace. 
Hence, although they will be at last convineed that 
their subjection to Christ and his saints is the very best 
that God could do for them, and become reconciled to 
his government over them, and yield a cheerful and 
willing obedience to the laws of the kingdom, still their 
condition of subjection and servitude will remain an 
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ererlasting memento of their condemnation. For I 
hold that they never will be raised above the condition 
of subjection to which they will be condemned, and to 
which their resurrection in nnglorified bodies, similar 
to that of the created Adam, will adapt them. I hold, 
indeed, that the second death, or punishment for their 
personal transgressions, which they will snffer after 
their resnrrection from the dead, will not be purely 
Tindictive, but will be designed to subdue them to His 
will. And snch/irill be the accompanying influences 
attending the administration, by Christ and his saints, 
of God's righteoas laws over them ; that it will result 
in their convincement of their own wickedness and his 
justice, and lead to a submission to his authority and 
reconciliation to his government, when they will be 
freed from further torment or corporeal suffering, and 
thenceforth live in peaceful obedience to the laws of 
the kingdom, ia that condition of subjection to which 
they will be everlastingly condemned. Holiness is a 
relative term, and, in its application to them, can sig- 
nify no more than that they will, under the restraining 
And constraining influences brought to bear upon them, 
become obedient subjects of the kingdom. This holi- 
ness will be vastly different in its origin, characteristics, 
and relations from that wrought in the saints through 
their belief in the Gk)spel of Christ in their probation 
here ; and hence, they will not be' regarded with that 
complacency with which God regards his saints, for 
they will not have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb ; nor will they have 
that love to God which springs from a sense of forgive- 
ness, nor win they bear in any sense the image of the 
Lord as the saints will bear that image. They will, 
without doubt, be objects of the Divine benevolence as 
obedient subjects of his government, and will be made 
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«s happy a» their conditi($h will admit. Their love of 
God, their sense of God's natural and moral perfections, 
their gratitude for his benefits toward them, their knowl- 
edge of his kingdom and the grandeur of his govern- 
ment, may rise to as great a height as they will Ifave 
capacity to attain, and prove to them a source of en- 
joyment as lofty as they will be capable of, and no 
more. Their capacity will be adapted to their condi- 
tion, and not to a higher or nobler condition ; and 
their happiness will be no greater in kind or degree 
than they will have a capacity for. But they will not 
be born of God by faith in Christ, as the saints are 
born of God. They will not sustain the same rdatiou 
to God that the saints will sustain ; they will not pos- 
' sess the same sources of enjoyment that the saints will 
possess : in short, their condition and relations will be 
so entirely dissimilar from those of the saints, that 
their happiness will be altogether of a different kind, as 
well as an inferior one. ( 

Their relation to the risen and glorified saints, as 
being subjects of their government, will indeed be one i 

of great benefits and blessedness ; but it will not raise 
them to an equality with the saints, nor secure to them i 

any participation in the peculiar glory and blessedness 
of the saints. They may, to some extent, have inter- 
course with the saints, and be the objects of their 
benevolence and care, and derive from them the aids 
supposed ; but the idea of their being *' led on by them 
from one stage of advancement in all (hat can adorn 
and bless, to another, through eternal years,^ is a 
gratuitous assumption on your part, without any war- 
rant in nature or revelation, and most certainly un- 
authorized by my theory, which expressly denies to 
them any participation whatever in the glory and 
blessedness of the saints, and limits all their benefits 
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and enjoyments to their condition of sabjection and the 
natare and capacity of their physical and mental powers 
as adapted to that condition. Their relation to the 
saints and their intercourse with them will, on the other 
hand, serve to remind them that in this life, they had 
the same privileges and means, and might, by faith and 
love, have attained the same glorified and exalted con* 
dition which they shall see them possess and enjoy ; 
will serve to remind them that they had in this life 
given a preference to earthly and sensnal things, and 
had despised and persecuted the saints on account of 
their faith, humility and self-denial, and will fill them 
with shame and loathing of themselves on account of 
their former impiety. 

It is not, therefore, a mistake to conceive of such a 
condition as dishonorable and penal ; for it will be one 
of condemnation — one to which they will be condemned 
on account of their unbelief and disobedience — one 
which will forever perpetuate the knowledge and sense 
of their folly and shame — one from which they can 
never rise to a higher state. I do not speak of the 
benefits and blessings of their condition as deprivations; 
but I speak of the loss, the irrecoverable loss, by their 
own faulty of the glory and blessedness to which the 
saints of God will attain, and which will ever be before 
their eyes as a deprivation of the most momentous 
character ; enough to fill them with shame and everlasting 
contempt. Their condition will not be one of dignity, 
though their happiness may compare favorably with any 
thing of which we have experience in this life, except it 
be the joy unspeakable and full of glory which saints 
experience : but it will not compare with the future con- 
dition of glory and blessedness of the saints ; being en- 
tirely dissimilar in kind and immeasKirably inferior. 

Thus have I shown that not only had you entirely 
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mistaken my riews at tbe first ; bat that 700 have^ to 
justify yourself in that mistake, resorted to the most 
unwarranted assumptions respecting the condition of the 
subdued and reconciled subjects of the Kingdom of Christ. 
There was no propriety, therefore, in your use of the word 
** full." It altogether peryerts my views ; it distorts and 
disfigures my theory; which is so far from exhibiting 
those who are subdued by the second death as raised to 
a high degree of glory, dignity, and blessedness, as yon 
assert, that it presents their condition a& one of subjec- 
tion, in which they are denied any participation in the 
glory and blessedness of the saints of God — and attain 
to such happiness only as reconciliation and obedience 
may qualify them to enjpy in that condition^ 
But you say : 

** I might reply with equa} efRoot to yovr other olijeetioiis ; bni I 
have not titno nor ineHnation p) go into a dU ooBslon of the topics to 
which you refer." 

But unless you could' reply with more discrimination 
and less misconception than has characterized your 
present effort, it would be of little consequence, except 
so far as it might dfford me an occasion of removing 
the TaH of sophistry from the subject, and exhibiting 
the truth in still greater beauty and strength. 

The second reason you assign for not inserUng my 
article in the Journal is thus stated by you. 

** And next, because it would put me under the necessity of point* 
iiig out errors into which you have fallen. It would be wholly un- 
becoming to print such misconceptions as occupy your last pages, 
for example, and then fill as many more in showing their error." 

Then, in justification of this reason, you say, on 4th 
page of your letter : — 

'' I wlU only point out the extraordinary misconceptien into which 
you have fallen in your last remarks on the assumption on which I 
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Baj Satan nay perhaps hava proceeded in bis first rebellion. The 
inpposition I make is, that Satan may hare been betrayed into sin by 
assuming that he was In no danger of sinning— K>n the false gronnd 
that the perfections of Qod require that he should infallibly main- 
tain all his creatures in holiness. You say, that the supposition I 
make implies that Satan proceeded, that is, deliberately and spedfl- 
eaUy, to sin because Ood was bound to make him holy (again), and 
cottdnues to rebel, because Ood is bound to subdue him (after ra- 
bellion), and courts misery and pain, because God b bound to make 
him happy and blessed. The total error of this statement is appar- 
ent. You could not hare fallen into a grosser misconception. The 
jMsumption that Qod is bound to iwevent his moral creatures from 
sinning, and maintain them in holiness and happiness is yery dif* 
ferent from the assumption that if they nn, he is bound to reator* 
them to obedience and bleuedneu. To be betrayed into sin by an as- 
sumption or imagination that God will preyent from sin — that is, by 
a presumptuous idea of safety, is a wholly diiferent affair firom de- 
liberately sinning under a persuasion that God is bound to deUver 
from the sin and forgive it There Is ample room also for pride in 
such an assumption — as that I suppose ; as it implies that God is re- 
sponsible for the maintenance of his creatures in holiness; and 
thence, that the creature has a claim on him for sneh a preserrstleB 
firom eviL A creature who adopts such notions of his relations te 
God, surely quits his proper state or sphere, and arrogates one that 
inyolres an invasion of God's right" 

This portion of your letter astonishes me more than 
the other, if possible. How you could charge me with 
gross misconception while yoar own language stares you 
in the face, saying the same things in almost the identi- 
cal words I have employed, is marvelous. See, I will 
put your statement in juxtaposition with my remarks. 



Towr StatememL 
''When, in the light of the fu- 
ture world, all the grounds of 
Satan's rebellion shall be un- 
vailed to us, we not improbably 
shall see that one of the false 
and impious assumptions on 
which he proceeded was, that 
God is bound to secure the holi- 
ness and happiness of his crea- 
tures, and if they revolt, to restore 
them to obedience and blessed- 



ness.' 



My Bemarkt, 

" Besides, it is absurd to sup- 
pose that an intelligent being 
would proceed in rebellion on 
such an assumption. It is to 
suppose that he |m>ceeded to sin 
because God was bound to makm 
him holy, and cpntinnes to rebel 
because God is bound to subdue 
him. and courts misery and pain 
because God is bound to make 
him happy and blessed." 



Sfl 



36 BIB. LOBD'S SENOULAB MlfiOONOEPTION 

I think it woald pnizto any one besides yourself to 
find any misconception here, unless we are to nndcr- 
stand year meaning in some other way than by the ordi- 
nary signification of language. You speak of the 
grounds of Satan's rebellion, and then -make a suppo- 
sition of " one of the false and impious assumptions 
on which he proceeded*^ — proceeded in what ? Why, 
in his rebellion ; nothing else can be intended. And 
wherein does this differ from the phrases *' proceeded 
to sin" and "continues to rebeP' ? Surely to proceed, 
in rebellion implies not only a commencement but also 
a continuance in sin ; and, as sin or rebellion brings 
misery and pain, to sin or rebel is to court misery and 
pain. So far, then, my language has exactly the same 
meaning as yours. Well, and what was the assump- 
tion ? Why, it " was that God is bound to secure the 
holiness and happiness of his creatures, and if they re- 
volt, to restore them to obedience and blessedness." 
And wherein does this diifer from the phrases '* because 
Qod was bound to make him happy," ''because God is 
bound to subdue him," '' because God is bound to make 
him happy and blessed" f To make holy is either to 
preserve in obedience, or, after transgression, to restore 
to obedience again ; to subdue is to overcome rebellion 
and compel obedience ; and to make happy and blessed 
is either to secure the holiness and happiness of his 
creatures by preservation from sin, or " to restore them 
to obedience and blessedness'^ after they have revolted. 
There is, then, no difference between my remarks and 
your statement. They both amount to the same thing. 
Tour supposition is that Satan **proc€eded^^ in his re- 
bellion " on the assumption that God is bound to secure 
the holiness and happiness of his creatures, and if they 
revolt to restore tkem to obedience and blessedness.^^ 
My conception of it is that Satan proceeded to sin Bjii. 
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continues to rebel, i, e., proceeds in rebellion, thua 
conrting misery and pain, because God is bound to 
make him holy, i. e., secure his holiness and consequent 
happiness, or, after transgression or revolt, to subdue 
and make him happy and blessed, i. e. " to restore him 
to obedience and blessedness.^^ 

Now you say : " The supposition I make is, that Satan 
may have been betrayed into sin by assuming that he 
was in no danger of sinning, on the false ground that 
the perfections of God require that he should infallibly 
maintain all his creatures in holiness." Yes, that is 
the supposition yon now "makej^^ but not the supposi- 
tion you made in the Journal. Bat my language ap- 
plies to the latter and not to the former. You did not 
say any thing in the Journal about Satan's being be^ 
trayed into sin by assuming that he was in no danger 
of sinning. You used the very word " proceeded,^^ 
which I also used in what you call my * ^extraordinary 
misconception^^ of your meaning. So, by using your 
own language, my " total error" is apparent ; and is 
further proved to a demonstration by yonr having 
shifted your ground, and now finding fault with the 
very language you formerly employed I See ; you now 
say, ** The assumption that God is bound to prevent his 
moral creatures from sinning, and maintain them in 
holiness and happiness, is very different from the as- 
sumption that if (key sin, he is bound to restore them 
to obedience and blessedness.*' Well, bnt how much 
does this last assumption differ from the one you sup-* 
posed in the Journal, " that God is bound, if (hey re^ 
voU, to restore Ihem to obedience and blessedness^' i 
Did yon really mistake yonr own supposition, and im- 
agine it to be a " groBS misconception'' of mine ? I 
can scarcely believe it, and yet I know not what other 
concloBion I can arrive at from yonr language. Again 
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yon say : " To be betrayed into sin by an assumption 
or imagination that God will preyeut from sin, i. e. by 
a presumptaoas idea of safety, is a wholly different 
affiair from deliberately sinning under a persnasion that 
God is bound to deliver from sin, and forgive it." 
Sarely it is ; but in what does this last affair differ from 
"proceeding, that is, deliberately and specifically, to 
sin, under the persuasion that God is bound, if they 
revolt, to restore them to obedience and blessedness" ? 
Surely it differs nothing at all. And yet this is your 
own supposition, which it seems you must have mis- 
taken for an ^'extraordinary misconception" of your 
meaning on my part. That I have not fallen into a 
misconception of your meaning is thus proved by your 
own reasoning; for so identically exact has been my 
representation of it, that, in your attempt to contrast 
what you call my ^^extraordinary misconception" with 
your present version of your supposition, you have ac- 
tually mistaken your own language, as used in the 
Journal in stating your supposition, for mine. This 
presents an ** extraordinary misconception" indeed, 
but it is yonr misconception of your own language, in 
thus arguing against your own terms and phrases, as 
if you had not employed tbem. 

But it makes very little difference whether Satan 
was " betrayed into sin," or " proceeded in rebellion" 
on the false and impious assumption you have con- 
jectured or not. God will, I doubt not, as you have 
said, " confute all such assumptions," if they exist, and 
completely disabuse the minds of his intelligent crea- 
tures of their errors in relation to his nature, character, 
and government ; and, further, will convince them of 
the justice and equity Of his laws, and the righteous- 
ness of his administration, so that they will feel their 
own wickedness, become subdued to his government, 
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and reconciled to his will in the disposition he will 
make of them. Again yon say : 

" But I cannot pnnae this further. My reason for dwelling at 
some lengthy in the notice^ on that doctrine of your Tolame^ was to 
guard Hillenarianism against the false aooasation, to which it 
might perhaps he exposed, of leading to or finyoring the dogma of a 
unirereal restoration/' 

And so I thought ; and it was this betrayed yon into 
a misconception of my views. The theory of the Res- 
torationists loomed up before your mind \ and, withont 
having sufficiently examined my theory to understand 
the difference between it and the dogma you wished to 
guard against, you opened your battery and fired a 
broadside, which has simply rebounded from the im- 
pregnable fortress of truth I occupy to your own con- 
fusion. 

" My dispositions towavd you personally were and are entirely 
Ariendly. I return with this, as you desire, your letter, and am 

Truly yours, P. N. Lobi>. 

I heartily reciprocate your professions of personal 
friendship, and remain, as ever, 

Tours in Christ, 

John G. Wilson. 
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ARTICLE THIRD. 

THIS THEORY OF THE SUBJECTION AND RECONCILIA- 
TION OP ALL INTELLIGENT BEINGS TO GOD HAS 
NO AFFINITY WITH UNIVERSALISM. 

NOTICE OF MT DISOOURSES ON PROPHECY FROM THE 
PRESBYTERIAN QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

" The views of the Anthor are Milleoarian, mingled 
with a peculiar form of Universalism. He believes in 
the personal reign of the Redeemer ; and that after the 
wicked are severely panished, they will become ' recon- 
ciled,' and, though never raised so high as the right- 
eons, will be obedient subjects of the universal King- 
dom. 

"Of course we dissent from these views in both 
parts. The Author has studied carefully, but has 
adopted fanciful interpretations of Scripture." — March 
number, 1858. 

. LETTER TO DR. B. J« WALLACE, EDITOR. 

Kensington J Philadelphia, March 24^/i, 1858. 
Dear Sir: — I thank you for the number of the 
"Presbyterian Quarterly Review" containing your 
notice of my book, which, I confess, has disappointed 
and grieved me; not, however, on account of its 
brevity, for I had no right to expect more, but be- 
cause of its unfairness and inadequate statement of my 
doctrines, which are calculated to do injustice to the 
work, and place me before the community in a false 
light. I do not think that this was designed ; bat, 
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while I acquit you of intentional wrong, the injustice 
is none the less severely felt as the mischief is none the 
less potent. Respect for myself as a man — ^for my 
office as a minister of the Word of God — for the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and my duty to God, require that, in 
love to you, and in justice to myself and your readers, 
I should seek to relieve your mind of the misconcep- 
tion of my theory which is manifest in your notice, and 
to obtain, if possible, a revision of the same, which 
shall present my theory fairly and justly, no matter how 
briefly, before your readers. 

And flrst, it was unfair to represent my book as con* 
taining a ^* peculiar form of Unwersalism,^^ when I 
have therein distinctly and emphatically repudiated 
that doctrine, and teach that the saints of God shall 
have an everlasting reward, and that the wicked shall 
have an everlasting punishment. TJniversalism, as n 
system, ignores all distinction whatever between the 
final condition of the righteous and the final condition 
of the wicked. It either denies altogether the doctrine 
of the future punishment of the wicked, or makes it of 
temporary duration; and holds that, in the consum- 
mation of the Diviue purposes, all mankind will be 
made alike holy, and raised to the same condition of 
glory and blessedness. But my book, on the contrary, 
teaches the perpetuity of future rewards and punish* 
ments ; . and shows that the saints of God will have a 
condition of inel^ble glory and blessedness ; and the 
wicked will have a condition of dishonor and shame, 
in which they will be forever excluded from any par- 
ticipation in the glory and blessedness of the saints, 
and in which they will be fully conscious that their 
condemnation to such a state or condition is the just 
penalty of their unbelief and rejectioa of Christ. My 
theory, therefore, has no affinity whatever with Univer- 
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Indeed, I am confident tliat it furnishes the 
tnost cogent argamenta that can be fbnnd against that 
sjrstem. 

Second. Yoor statement that I believe, "that after 
the wicked are severely punished they will become 
'reconciled,' and, thongh never raised so high as the 
righteons^ will be obedient subjects of the nniversal 
Kingdom," is not a fair representation of my doctrine, 
and is calculated to make a wrong impression concern* 
ing the character of my book. Those who read your 
notice will naturally suppose that you have g^ven a 
fisir, though brief summary of the points in question ; 
and the inference deduced from what you say will be, 
that I teach something similar to the doctrine of the 
Restorationists, with the slfght modification that the 
wicked, on being reconciled, will not be raised so high 
as the righteous, but will, along with them, become 
obedient subjects of the Kingdom of Christ. There 
is no intimatioft m your notice that I teach that the 
righteous will be glorified with Christy and, being made 
priests and kings, wiN be associated with him in the 
government of the worM ; while the wicked will be con- 
demned, on account of their unbelief and rejection of 
Christ, to everlasting exdnsion firom any participation 
in the glory and blessedness of the saints, and will be 
reduced to a state of subjection in unglorified bodies. 
It is not even hinted in your notiee that I teach that 
the conditions of the two classes wHl be essentially, 
immeasurably, and eternally distinct and separate ; and 
that the wicked will never be raised above the condi* 
tion of subjection and dishonor to which they will be 
condemned. My theory is, that the saints will not be 
subjects of the Kingdom, but rulers — kings and priests 
-*unto whom will be committed the administration 
of the government; and that all the rest of mankind 
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will be sabjected to their sway. Your stfttemeiit, on 
the contrary, conveyR the impreMion that, according 
to my Tiews, all will be subjects, only the wicked will 
be a grade lower than the righteous. If such were the 
doctrine of my book, it would indeed be "a peculiar 
form of Universalism/' and I should have no canse to 
complain ; but you have unfortunately fallen into an 
entire misconception of my theory. Belieying that it 
is only necessary to point out this misconception ia 
order to secure correction, I remain, dear sir, 

Yours in Christ, 

John O. Wilsom. 

Dr. Wallace, with becoming magnanimity and 
Christian courtesy, inserted this letter in the July 
Bumber of the Quarterly, which was unavoidably re- 
tarded beyond the pr(^>er tin^ for publication, accom-^ 
panied by the following notice appended : 

" Mr. Wilson thinks that our notice of his work, ia 
our last number, does him injustice. We do not recog- 
nize the right of authors or publishers to reply in the 
Beview to our strictures. Such is not the custom. 
Their books are seat to us for criticism, and we give 
our honest opinion, by which our friends must abide. 
Besides, Mr. Wilson's letter does not alter our opinion. 
We still think we have given a fair, condensed view 
of his theology. But, for special reasons of our own, 
we make an exception of this case, and insert Mr. 
Wilson's letter. It is not, however, to be drawn into 
precedent." 

I am not disposed to contend with so generous a 
Reviewer about the meaning of terms and phrases. 
The difference between us is, perhaps after all, one 
of construction only. In a late personal interview, he 
said that he regarded the notice as presenting substan-* 
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tially the same view of iny theology as that contended 
for in my letter. And if he really meant in his notice 
to" convey no other meaning than that which is main- 
tained in my letter to be the theology of my book, and 
this I cannot donbt, I have only to say that it appeared 
to me, in the absence of snch an explanation, more 
likely to convey the ideas I have repudiated. In pub- 
lishing my letter, however, he has done me ample 
justice. I did not expect the publication of my letter 
in the Review ; I hoped simply for a correction of the 
error, or an explanation of the terms which would more 
clearly define his meaning, if he had not misappre- 
hended my views. He has my sincere thanks and best 
wishes. May heavenly light always shine on his path- 
way, and his shadow continually diminish. 

UNIYEESAtlBH AND IIES1X>RATI0NI8M. 

Dr. Wallace, in his notice of my book, no doubt 
used the term XJniversalism in a wider sense than its 
strictly theological use warrants. And as my com- 
plaint in relation to his article was based upon the 
supposed theological lise of that term, I deem this a 
suitable place to append some observations thereon, 
that ray views may not be confounded with a system 
which differs as widely from them on the one hand as 
the so-called Orthodoxy does on the other. 

TJniversalism is generally distinguished by the fol- 
lowing dogmas : First, " The limitation of punishment 
to the duration of man's earthly life." Second, "The 
universal justification of all by faith." Third, "That 
all are to be new creatures." Fourth, "The subjection 
of all alike unto Jesus." Fifth, "The resurrection 
of all men to immortality." ' Universalists very gener- 
ally have come to entertain what are commonly called 
"Unitarian views of God, of Christ, of the Holy 
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Spirit, and of Atonement." They hold, also, with 
English Unitarians "on the nature and daration of 
punishment, on the subject of the devil and demoniacal 
agency, and oa the final salvation of all moral beings.'^ 
*' All or nearly all Universalists agree in the termina- 
tion of sin and saffering at the resurrection," which is 
held to be but one and the same for the whole human 
race. Whatever diversity of sentiment there may be 
on other points, they all agree in this, "that there is 
to be but one final destiny for all the human family." 
They- believe that man "will certmnly be punished 
for every crime he commits, and rewarded for every 
virtuous act he peiforms," and thus really exclude from 
their theory the doctrine of forgiveness. They hold 
that "immortal, incorruptible, or endless life of holi- 
ness and enjoyment, as the free and unpurchased gift 
of God, will be conferred on all mankind in the resur- 
rection." — See article UniveraaMsm^ in " The His^ 
tory of all the Religious Denominations in the United 
States.'' 

Latterly, Universaiists teach that there will be no 
resurrection of the body ; but that the spirit of man, 
escaping at death from the body as out of a prison, 
will rise into a new life, and necessarily a life of holi- 
ness and happiness, irrespective of any character they 
may have formed in this life. The Kestorationists 
differ from the Universaiists in maintaining that all 
persons who die in impenitence will be punished in a 
future life until they shall be subdued and reconciled 
to God ; but they agree with Universaiists in holding 
that, when these are so reconciled, they will be raised 
to the same condition ot g&ory and blessedness wuich 
will be conferred on those who now repent and believe 
the Gospel, and that ultimately all will be made alike, 
and sustain the same relation to God. 
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Prom these avowed dogmas of UniTefsalism and 
Bestorationism, the doctrioes of my book are entirely 
dissimilar ; nor can tfaey agree with any scheme which 
ultimately ignores all distinction between the condition 
of the saints of Ood and the rest of mankind, or which 
make that distinction to consist in degree and not in 
Knd. The diiference between my book and Universal- 
ism, in any of its phases, is then radical and thorough. 
To render this the mote apparent, I here present 

▲ svNonsia ov ht vhwal 

I hold that Adam sustained, by Divine appointment, 
a representative relation to the whole human race ; that 
his acts in that relation are their acts, and his sin, 
being imputed to them, made them atl sinners, and 
brought them under the penalty «f death. I hold that 
Jesus Christ sustained, by Divine appointment, the 
same representative illation to all the race ; and his 
acts in that relation are tkdr acts, and his obedience, 
being imputed to them, makes them all righteous, and 
entitles them to Hfe mgatn. flom. t. 12, 18, 19. 
Hence, ''as in Adam all die, even so In Christ shall ail 
be made alive." ! Cor. xv. 22. The imputation of 
Christ's obedience, as the second representative man, 
is just as absolute, unconditional, and universal as is 
the imputation of Adam'^s disobedience, and ensures to 
all men a restoration to the forfeited life ; so that we 
have "deaftti In Adatn and ilfe in Christ. Therefore 
" we have hope toward Qod that there shall be a re- 
surrection of the dead, both of the Just and unjust" 
Acts xxiv. 15. 

I hold that all men are free agents, and accountable 
for their conduct, and each shall give account of him- 
self to God. And while the imputations of Adam's 
sin and of Christ's righteousness affect them federally 
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and coDditionally^ thej do not make them personally 
guilty on the one hand nor personaliy holj on the 
other. All men are therefore nece8sarilj placed in a 
state of trial, with a Tiew to the formation of moral 
character. If Adam had not sinned, life wonld have 
been secnred to all men bj his obedience ; bat each 
must have had a fair tpal, under suitable circumstances, 
for the development of indiFidnal character, and each 
would hare been rewarded or punished according to 
his conduct— the obedient would hare been exalted in 
the government with Adam, but the disobedient would 
have been punished and subjected to their dominion. 
This covenant was abrogated on account of Adam's 
sin. 

The Kew Covenant formed with Christ i% however, 
its exact countefpart. Christ's obedience ensures life 
to all men ; but each will have a trial, under suitable 
circumstances, and each will receive an appropriate 
reward. The, believing will be made kings and priests ' 
in Christ's Kingdom. The death of Christ laid the 
foundation for tbe forgiveness of their sins, and thdbr 
reconciliation to God« And their faith in him being 
imputed to them for righteousness, thej are justified by 
his grace, and entitled to the dignity of being kings 
and priests unto Gh>d and reigning with Christ. But 
the unbelieving, not being forgiven nor justified, will 
be condemned^ on account of their unbdief, to suffer 
the punishment of their sinsy and will be sutjected to 
the government of the saints. 

I hold that there will be a first resurrection of the 
just, and a subsequent resurrection of the unjust } and 
that every man will be raised in his own order — the 
order appropriate to him, or to which he is entitled. 
The saints will be raised before the Millennium, the 
wicked not till after the Millennium. The bodies (^ 
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tfa€ saints will be spiritual and iocorroptible and glori- 
ous, lik« the body of Christ; the bodies of the wicked 
will be natural, like the body of Adam. 

I hold that the condition of glory and dignity and 
blessedness to which the saints will attain will be erer- 
lasting, and will constitute their reward for believit^ 
on Christ; and that the condition of ^ishen^r and sub- 
jection to which the wicked will be -eoadenmed will be 
eyerlasting, and will constitute their punishment for 
rejecting Christ. 

It follows, then, that in contradistinction from Uni- 
versalism, I hold — First, The •e&dless duration of th« 
punishment of the wicked in their CKolusion from any 
participation in the rewards of the saints, and in their 
respective degrees of dishonor in a state of subjection 
to the government of Christ and his saints. Second, 
That none are justified by faith but those who believe 
the Gospel d,pring this life. Third, That none are 
made new creatures, i. 6., spiritual, but those who are 
BOW regenerated by the Spirit of God. Fourth, Tha^ 
tiiie saints only will be made kings and priests witk 
Christ in his kingdom, and the wicked will be bsought 
into subjection to their government. Fifth, That the 
bodies of the saints only will be raised immortal and 
incorruptible and spiritual ; and that the wicked will 
have natural bodies, liable to be hart of the second 
death, i. e., to suffer for their sins. 

And I differ with Bestorationists in regard to the 
extent of restoration ; for while I believe that all the 
wicked will be raised from the dead, and all will be 
subjected to God, and reconciled to him in that state 
of subjection, and will eventuftlly be freed from all 
torment and pain, I maintain tfiat they will never be 
raised above that condition of subjection and dishonor 
to which they shall be condemned fbr their unbelief and 
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rejection of Christ. So that, in relation to the main 

point of this and all other schemes of Unirersalism, 

^ that there is to be bnt one final destiny for all the 

linman family,'' my Tiews are in direct opposition. It 

wonld require a rolnme rather than a few paragraphs 

adequately to present and explain the rarions points 

of difiference; but the above will, I trust, suffice to 

Tindicaie my Aeory from ihe charge of C^niversalism, 

which I deem to be an erroneous system of theology, 

«s far removed from the truth on the one hand, as the 

dogma of the never-ending torment of the wicked is on 

^e other. And I would affectionatdy invite all of 

l^otfa classes to a candid consideration of the views pre- 

-•ented in my Biseourses on Prophecy, as fbmishing the 

43criptQral theory-*-the ground on which they all may 

*iBeet in trnth and love. 



886 



ARTICLE FOURTH. 

LETTSBS AKD NOTES. 
USTTSE TO MB. SAMUEL a WHXTB, PHILADKLPHIA. 

Kensington^ FkUadelpkia, June Bd, 1858. 
Mb. S. S. Whits : 

Deab Sib : — At yoar request I have examined 
ia the Hebrew Bible the word rendered ?ieU in Psalm 
iz. 17, and find it to be lis&-o-lar. It eomes from 
the root sha-al, with the prefix la-msd, which serves 
as a prepositioa, meaatng <o or tn^o. The insertion of 
YATJ and the addition of he do not alter the sense er 
meaning, nor make it a different word from sha-A£| 
but simply determine its grammatical constnictiou and 
affect its pronnnciation. The word occurs in the same 
form, without the prefix la-mbd, in Gen. xlii. 38, and 
in our authorized version is rendered the grave, but, as 
I think, improperly. Sha-al means to os^, inqtciref 
demand, Ac, and, used in relation to the state of de-» 
parte<^ persons, i. e., the state of the dead, it means a 
place about which we inquire or ask, and receive no 
answer ; hence, a covered or hidden state. The Sep- 
tuagint renders it by 'A^i, Hades, from a negative and 
duw to see, meaning not to see, or unseen. It is the 
unseen state — the state of the dead. Our English 
word HELii^ Adam Clarke says, ''comes from the Saxon 
HELAN, to cover or conceal,^^ and means only the cov- 
ered place. He says that " in some parts of England 
the word helling is used for the covers of a book, the 
slating of a house, &c.'' If, then, the word hell foe 
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understood in its original sense, it wonld be the most 
suitable in the language to express the meaning of 
«iA-.4Ai:i'aBd *ABfji. The truth is that this' word always, 
in >suoh ^connections, relates to the state of the dead, 
and Is used to express that state, whether the subject 
of it be good or bad, righteous or wicked. Thus, in 
Oen. xxxvii. 35, Jacob's language imports that he 
thought that his beloved and pious son Joseph had 
gone to SHA-AL, or H£i2ii,and that he expected to go 
there too. In Gen. ^lii. 38, he speaks of going to the 
same place. In Psalm xvi. 10, David, speaking pro- 
phetically for Christ, uses kmguage which imports that 
he went to hell. See Acts ii. 25-32 

This word is ne^r used to indicate the state of the 
righteous or the wicked after their resurrection. On 
the contrary, when all shall have been raised from the 
dead, Uien hell shall be destroyed, i. e,, there will 
thenceforth be no unseen or covered state. The word 
HELL, then, does not import in itself either happiness 
ot misery, but simply the relation of the dead to the 
living, as being in a place or state unseen by them. 
And from this hidden or unseen state they will all be 
brought ; for " we have hope toward God that there 
will be a resurrection of the ^ead, both of the just and 
QDJust." Actsxxiv. IS. 

From this hidden or unseen state the just, or those 
who sleep in Jesus, shall be raised fir^^ <^Qd shall be 
immortalized and glorified — shall be constituted kiugs 
and priests unto God, and shall reign on the earth. 
But the rest of the dead will not be raised until after 
the Millennium, and then not in immortalized and 
glorified bodies, but in bodies like that of Adam when 
he was created; and they will be subjected to the 
government of the saints of God, and finally reconciled 
to God under that government. 
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Now, in the ninth Psalm, the prophet is speaking of 
the jadgments of Qod apon the wicked and rebellioas 
at the time of Christ's personal manifestation with his 
saints to take the goyernment of the world, and when 
the wicked shall foe cut off from the earth and tomed 
into hell, i, e., into the unseen or hidden state. The 
phrase ''all the nations'^ refers to those nations who at 
that time will be gathered against Jernsalem to battle, 
as you will find In Zech. xiv, 1--5, and who will be 
destroyed — ^tnraed into hell, into the anseen state, ex* 
cepting a sixth part of them, as ire find from Ezek. 
zzxix. 12. See also Ezek. xxxviii. and zxzix. 
throughout. 

But these wicked nations and people, who shall be 
turned into hell, as well as all other wicked people, 
shall be brought out of hell after the Millennium, t. e., 
thej will be raised from the dead, and be judged ac- 
cording to their works, and subdued to God's right* 
eous government as it will be administered by the « 
saints. 

Let us, my dear friend, belleTe in Christ as our.onlj 
Mediator and Saviour ; let ns obey him and keep his 
commandments, and we shall share in the first resurrec- 
tion, and be invested with all the glory, dignity, and 
blessedness of the saints of God in his everlasting 
kingdom. 

Very respectfully, yours in Christ, 

John G. Wilson. 
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EXTRACT OF A IJSTTER FROM J. W. RUTLEDGE. 

» 

** There is one difficulty that meets me — perhaps you 
can help me oat of it, or over it. It is not the spir- 
itaal notion of the Millennium ; but it is the opinion 
of Lightfoot, Witsius, Usher, and others, that the 
Devil bound in Rev. xx. is the Pagan Roman power, 
and hence the binding long since past. I believe there 
is a literal (real) Devil. But commentators, generally, 
so far as I know, allow that "the Dragon, that old 
serpent, called the Devil and Satan, with seven heads," 
in Rev. xii., is the Pagan Roman government. But, 
if 60, how do we make it any thing else in Rev. xx. ? 
But if it is that in Rev. xx., then Lightfoot, Usher, 
Ac, maybe correct in their opinion that the symbolical 
binding of the Devil, under the symbol of the great red 
Dragon, is past. I cannot reconcile the entire account 
of the events to occur at the beginning and during the 
thousand years with this view ; bul still if the opiuion 
be correct that the Dragon in Rev. xii. is a despotic 
earthly government, I see not how it can be any thing 
else in Rev. xx. If you can, please give me your 
friendly hand, and help me out of the difficulty." 

REPLY. 

In relation to the Dragon of Rev. xii. and Rev. xx. 
I can simply offer a few remarks in farther elucidation 
of the views given in my Discourses. The great red 
Dragon of chap. xii. is undoubtedly the symbolic repre- 
sentation of the rulers of this world in their organized 
governments, the political embodiment of the old ser- 
pent — the Devil and Satan. It is not a symbol of 
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Pagan Borne, though it includes the Roman Empire, 
both Pagan and Papal, as one of its heads — ^the sixth, 
which was in power when John saw the vision. The 
seven heads are ennmerated on page 258 of the Dis- 
courses. The seventh head, revived, is now in ex* 
istence. 

The Dragon of chapter xx. is the old serpent, the 
Devil and Satan, withont the political embodiment 
through which he had previously worked. And this 
is in accordance with the state of things as developed 
in the progress of the visons. While the worldly 
powers were in existence, and Satan worked through 
them^ it was proper, and in accordance with analogy, 
to exhibit him in that embodiment ; and therefore the 
great red Dragon with his seven heads and ten horns, 
being the symbol or representative of that embodiment, 
is called the Devil and Satan — ^bears the name of the 
evil one who fills it with his spirit and who works by 
its means. But in chap. xix. we have a representation 
of the complete overthrow of the kings of the earth and 
their armies, and consequently of all worldly rule and 
government, and hence the destruction of the political 
embodiment through which Satan had worked. It 
would, then, be incongruous to represent him in chap. 
zx. as still possessing that embodiment. Hence, he is 
there simply spoken of as the Dragon,, that old serpent 
which 18 the Devil and Satan, from whom the political 
embodimetit of chap. xii. had taken its name. Ob- 
serve, that the great red Dragon of chap. xii. is only 
** called the Devil and Satan," but the Dragon of chap. 
XX. '^18 the Devil and Satan." 

The Roman Empire, or sixth head of the great red 
Dragon, fell when Napoleon Bonaparte compelled the 
Emperor of Germany, after the battle of Austerlitz, to 
renounce the title of Emperor of the Holy Roman Em- 
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pire ; and then the seventh bead, or K'apoleonic French 
Empire, rose np and began its coarse. This, according 
to the prophecy, 'was to continue a short space, which 
it did until the abdication of Napoleon ; then it ceased 
for a time, and the powers of Enrope d'ecreed that it 
should never rise again : bat we see that, in fulfillment 
of prophecy, it again appears as the seventh head re- 
vived under Louis Napoleon, while at the same time it 
presents all the features of a distinct or eighth head ; 
and this, according to the vision, is to be the last form 
of it. This eighth head continues unto the end of this 
dispensation, for it goeth into perdition, as represented 
in Revelation xfx. 20. And thence the political em- 
bodiment of the Devil shall no more have place on the 
earth. 

In chap. XT.f then, Satan is represented by the 
Dragon without the heads and horns; and as the 
Dragon is taken and cast into the bottomless pit, and 
confined there ibr a thousand years, so, during the 
Millennium, the workings of Satan will be restrained 
and confined to the hearts of the wicked ; and there 
will be allowed no open development of wickedness-* 
no political organization of worldly rulers in opposition 
to Christ. The bottomless pit is a symbol of hidden 
fraud and wickedness. To this pit Satan will be re- 
strained during the Millennium. But after the thou- 
sand years are ended, he will be suffered to make an 
effort to organize the evil disposed into a grand con- 
spiracy to overthrow Christ's Kingdom, and again re- 
vive the worldly rule and government. This effort will 
be unsuccessful, and will be terminated by fiery con- 
sumption of all the conspirators, and be succeeded by 
a new phase of the Eangdom of Heaven. 
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SECOND LETTER FBOM J. W. RTJTLEDOE. 

" Your remarks in referent to the Dragon are per- 
haps correct. I incline to the view you present. StiM, 
however, Bush, or any one advocating the view he 
takes, would not regard them as conclusive, for the 
following reason. The Dragon is evidently spoken of 
in some passages of Scripture, without the mention of 
color, head, horns, or tail, as representing tyrannical 
human governments. As in Ezek. xxix, 3, Pharaoh is 
called '' the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his 
rivers." So, in Isa. li. 9, the same oppressive power 
seems referred to as the dragon, and no account of 
color, &c. Also, Jer. li. 34, represents Nebuchad* 
nezzar or the Chaldean monarchy as a dragon, without 
any other peculiarity mentioned, as in Rev. xii., to 
distinguish it as a tyrannical political government 
worked by the Devil. Then, I reckon, they would not 
readily admit that the mere omission of the words 
red, heads, horns, and called in Rev. xx., as used in 
Bev. xii., was conclusive evidence that in Rev. xx. the 
Devil, without human governments, was brought to 
view, while in Rev. xii. the Devil, as operating in those 
governments, is presented. The word **called,^^ it will 
likely be thought, generally imports that the thing said 
to be called thus and so, generally is what it is called. 
Babel means confusion ; therefore, the city and tower 
that the children of men builded was called Babel. 
Gen. xi. 9. Paul was called an apostle^ I suppose 
means he was an apostle. The Christians at Rome 
were called saints, and I suppose it is meant they were 
sueh. 

" Still, I have no inclination to believe the view ad- 
vocated by Bush. I positively disbelieve it. I believe 
tke thousand years of Rev. ^x. are not past, but stiH 
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fatnre. I believe, as yon do, and as did Bishop New- 
ton, that the first resurrection is a real, literal resnrrec- 
tion, and yet to come. And it looks to me at least 
plausible that Napoleon Bonaparte was the seventh 
head of the Dragon, the seventh great political despot- 
ism in which the Devil worked ; and that the present 
French emperor is the same head revived, which was, 
then was not, and now is again, and hence is the eighth. 
He is the seventh, because he is the French imperial 
power revived ; he is the eighth, because he is a new 
government established,, aad not a mere continuance of 
his uncle's ; but still I woold like a fuller elucidation of 
the matter, and the objeetions I have stated more fully 
met." 

In replying to your last, I wodd fii»t oail your at- 
tention to the distinetimi between a metaphor and a 
symbol. A metaphor is a mere figure of speech, in 
which the agent, oH^t, quality, or act is said to be 
that to which it bears some resemblance, as '^ Judah 
is a lion's whelp." A symbol is a representation of 
i^ents, acts, or events, on a principle of analogy, 
by other agents, act«, or events, usually from some 
other department, exhibited to the view, or seen in 
vision ; as Ezekiel's pantomime of the siege on a tile, 
Ezek. iv., and DaniePs vision of the four beasts, Dan. 
vii. In the metaphorical use of persons and things, 
they are employed, like all other figures, merely for 
illustration of the subject of diseourse^ and the resem- 
blance is found in their ^neroZ nature and character- 
istics ; but the symbolic use is to represent the subject 
itselfi and the analogy is found in the specific nature 
and character of each particular symbol. In the use 
of the metaphor, it can be said of any worldly ruler, 
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he is a dragon, beeaaee of the geQ«ral resemblance. 
Bat in representing any particular raler or combinAtloo 
of rnlersy it ironld be necessafy to constract the symbol 
80 as to exhibit the peealiar characteristics belonging 
to the subject to be represented. The qietaphorical 
illastration in Ezek. xz\x, 3, and Isa. li. 9, and the 
simile, Jer. li. M, cannot be legitimately adduced as 
an objection, to. m|r ▼lew, because there the natural 
dragon is referred to ;. while in Beir. xii. the Dragon 
is a symbol, constructed for the oecaslon, to represent 
a combination of suecessive rulers, having as. many 
heads as there were empires, and as n&any horns as 
there were kingdoms to be represented ; and in Eev. 
XX. the devil is represented by the symbol of a dragon 
without the extraordinary traits which represented the 
political embodiment in Bey. xii., because at the time 
of the latter vision that political erabodinent did not 
exist. While the political embodiment existed, we 
find these characterisUes invariably employed in all the 
symbols intended to represent it ; as in- the Dragon of 
Bev. xii.,. the wild beast fromi the sea, Bev. xiii., and 
the scarlet-colored beast from the abyss, Bev. xvil. 
And had the dragon of chapter xc been intended to 
represent the sam* politioal* con^kiation of worldly 
rulers, it would doubtless have been described as pos- 
sessing those chanMetenstics. But inasmnah as we find 
that the worldly m&ers represented by the beast from 
the abys^ the last form of that political embodiment, 
were, in their war with the Lamb, Be?, xix., com* 
pletely ovwthrown and destroyed, there remained no 
such political embodiment through which the Devil 
could any longer work, and it would therefore have 
been incongruous to have given such a representation. 
The political instrument having been destroyed, no- 
thing remained but to bind the Devil himsHelf ; and 
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hence he is represented by a dragon, simply wtthoat 
the characteristics denoting the worldly mlers. 

Again, I could cite inany passages in which the 
term " called^ does not import that the thing said to 
be called thns and so is what it is called ; bat that is 
unnecessary. Any one, with the help of a concord- 
ance, may satisfy his mind on that point. But that 
the use of the phrase " called the Devil and Satan," as 
applied to the Dragon of Bey. zii., intimates merely 
that it was so called because of his connection with it, 
and that it is not the Devil himseU^ is sustained by the 
use of the term in Rev. xi. 8, where a symbolic city is 
said to be spiritually "called Sodom and Egypt^^ 
though it was neither Sodom nor Egypt, and certainly 
could not be both. And also its use, Bev. viii. 11, 
where a symbolic star is called Wormwood because it 
made the waters bitter, though it could not be worm- 
wood. These cases are analogous, and clearly sustain 
my view. Even one of the cases you have cited is in 
pointy and substantiates the distinction I have made ; 
for the tower which the postdilnvians builded was not 
itself confhsion, but was only so called because there 
the Lord confounded the language of the builders. 
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FBOFBSSOB BUSH'S THSOBT. 

I have room merely to note a few of the glaring: in- 
consistencies and crude absurdities of Professor Bushes 
Theory. Treatise on the Millennium: New York, 
1832. 

First. He giwes Tarious interpretations of the D^ag^mi. 
According to his ''sublimated ooneeptiou of the spir« 
itual mysteries of reyelation," the Dragon is 1. "A 
standing symbol of Paganism^'' — " Paganism personv- 
JiecV* — *^ Paganism ;^^ "including the two-fold idea of 
despotic governmeni and false religion,^^ 8P> 93| 146> 
1*10. 2. Represents *'the se^d of the serpenl under a. 
peculiar aspect^^'* and is "idenlieal tvith the Devil,^^ 
" a symbolical personification of the collective body of 
the serpent^sseed," "(he symbolical title of a va^ society 
ofmcked men;^^ " The Great Dragon, alias the 0I4D 
SERPENT, alias the Devil, alias Satan." pp. 90, 91. 
3. " Has a more special reference to the per^i^ of the 
Pagan Roman Emperor s^^^ " and in the Pagan JRoman 
Empire stood forth in the full maturity of his age.'*^ 
pp. 117, 93. 4. ''The symbolical import is that of a 
vast system of civil and religious oppression, perpetu- 
ated through a long course of years, embodied in (he 
Roman Empire." p. 103. 6. "Is the personified 
spirit of civil oppression and idolabrom delusion eowf 
bined.^^ p. 119. 6. The mystic emblem of despotism 
and idokUry united." p. 144. 

Second. He regards the binding of the Dragon as 
"the suppression of Paganism," and "as commencing 
about the time of the rise of the beast, and uearly coin* 
ciding with the first thousand years of his reign." p. 
147. 
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Bat was *' despotic government and false religion" 
then boand or suppressed ? Was " the seed of the ser* 
pent" then suppressed? Was "the vast society of 
wicked men^^ then suppressed ? Was ''(he old serperd 
(he DeviP then suppressed ? Was the person of the 
Pagan Roman emperors then suppressed ? Was the 
''Rovfian -^w^nre" then suppressed? Was iht spirit 
of civil oppression and idolatrous delusion then sup- 
pressed ? The answer must be in the negative. Not 
one of a}] these "sublimated conceptions" of the Pro- 
fessor was realized. 

Third. He represents the wild beast from the sea as 
''the same Roman Empire metamorphosed into a nomi- 
nally Christian dominion," p. 130 — " a kind of sym* 
bolical transmigration, in which the Dragon becomes 
the actuating spirit of another scarcely less baneful 
power," — "a stratagem redolent of the serpent, and 
instinct with the profoundest policies of hell." p. 129. 

Fourth. He represents the Millennium as actually 
synchronizing with the first thousand years of the beast 
— ^the most calamitous period of the Church's annals, 
p. 147. 

But since he represents the Dragon as the actuating 
spirit of the beast, as giving the beast ''his power and 
throne and great authority," p. 130, how can the 
Dragon be bound or suppressed while the beast reigns ? 
According to the Professor's showing, nothing was 
suppressed but the abstract idea of Paganism ; while 
every thing understood as indicated by the term was 
as rampant and free as ever. The name only was 
changed. As the Professor says, the. Dragon, "find- 
ing the Roman world become Christian, he determines 
to beeome Christian too, and under the name and sem* 
blance of Christianity to uproot the very life and being 
of that divine religion from the earth." p. 129. In 
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sbort, Prof. Bush himself shows that th« Dragon was 
not boand daring the period which he has designated 
as the Millenninm, bat had only " changed the mode 
of his warfare," p. 129, and became 'Hhe actuating 
spirit" in the wild beast from the sea> who is the " com- 
missioned org^n and agent of the prime originator of 
moral and political ill to the nations of Christendom," 
p. 130; yes, '^his portentous sabstitote" of his own 
** getting up and sending forth." p. 180. 

I might also notice the ineongroities of his mterpre- 
tations respecting the Millennial thrones and their oc- 
cupants, the souls (persons) of the martyrs, and their 
living and reigning wHh Christ, fte;, but my space will 
not now permit* 

Professor Bush errs, first, in placing the events of 
chapter zx. back in their ehrondogieal order, and, 
second, in confounding the Gog of Eaekiel with the 
Oog and Magog of John. Growing out of these mis- 
takes is the doctrine that the Millennium is past al- 
ready ; and that the apostles, martyrs, and saints of 
old derived their consolation from a deception per- 
mitted, yea, designed, by the Almighty to amuse them 
amid their sufferings with anticipations of "a glorious 
reward, such as their rude and simple but honest minds 
saw disclosed in the letter of thei^ Scriptures," p. 50, 
but which was never to be realized. 

According to Professor Bush, ''the literal and pal- 
pable representations" of revelation, which men of 
honest minds " would naturally be most prone to Im- 
bibe, *and Budi, too, as were best imited to their exK 
gencies," are fallacious. And only his ^'sublimated 
conceptions of its spiritual mysteries" are to be relied 
upon. With all due deference to his learning and 
ability, however, We prefer the faith of the apostles 
and martyrs to the faith of Professor Bush. 
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THB 8HESF AJTD THIS GOATB.-Matt. zxy. 31-46. 

OB, THS JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS AT THE* SECOND 

STAGE or CHRIST'S COMING. 

This^ if it be a parable^ is only one of illustration. 
With the exception of the comparison in respect to the 
division of the nations into two classes, by the shep- 
herd's dividing between the sheep and the goats, every 
thing is in the style of prophetic inspiration. 

All admit this comiDg to vetet to Christ's second 
advent It is the same coming he himself predicted 
when on trial before the high priest : " Hereafter shall 
ye see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and gieat gloryj^ 

That his saints shall then eoaw with him, as is shown 
in Zech. xiv. 5 and Col. iii. 4, determines the time of 
this event to be subsequent to the first resurrection and 
the translatioa of the saints; for they must previously 
haYc been caughit up to meet him in the air that they 
may come with him. 

When Christ ascended Into heaven he sat down with 
the Father on his throne. When he cooms again he 
will sit on bis own throne. Saints cannot sit with him 
on the Father's throne in the unapproachable light. 
They are not to be associated with the Father as Christ 
is in the supreme government of the Universe. But 
they will At with Christ on his throne : they will be 
associated with him in the government of this world* 

The gathering of all nations before him, and his di* 
Tiding them into two classes, may be fulfilled In those 
who shall be literally gathered together against Jenh 
salem in that day, Zech. ziv. 1 ; for the term " all na* 
tions" is employed to designate them in most of the 
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prophecies respecting that event. And the faet that a 
portion of those nations will be left or spared to be 
subjects of the Kingdom, is mentioned both by Ezekiel 
and Zecbariah, showing that there will be a division 
made between them— that, for some just canse, some 
of them will be cut off and others will be spared. 

But this gathering may have a more extended appli- 
cation to all the nations then living on the earth ; some 
of whom, on account of their rebellion and wickedness, 
will be destroyed from the earth by the judgments of 
Ood, and the others will be spared because of their 
submission and obedience. During a period of forty 
years, or more, after Christ and bi» saiii^ shall be mani- 
fested and descend to the eart^ the conquest and sub- 
jection of the nationawHl be effected, and the Da?idio 
type of the Kingdom will be fulfilled ; and during that 
time this gathering and separating may be going, ony 
for the process is not limited to any specific time. 

The comparison of the separating of sheep ftem 
goats, indicates that the Lord will discriminate with 
perfect accuracy between the two dassei^ of persons 
spoken of. He will not be liable to make any mistake. 
He will know with absolute certainty who have, and 
who have not obeyed the law of the dispensation ; and 
who should be, and who should not be the subjects of 
his Millennial Kingdom. 

The righteous of that dispensation, which will inter- 
vene between the first resurrection and the Millennium, 
shall inherit the Kingdom as its subjects, and shall 
dwell under the government of Christ and his saints in 
a condition of peace and happiness. Blessed, indeed, 
will they be in that condition, sitting every man under 
his vine and under his fig-tree, enjoying aH the bless- 
ings of Providence in the richest profusion. 

The wicked of that dispensation, condemned ou ac- 
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count of their disobedience to its laws» will be cut 
off eitl^er by the judgments of that daj, and excluded 
from the priyilege of becoming the subjects of the king* 
dom^ or else consigned to the punishment of their sins^ 
which is represented in the Apocalypse by the lake of 
fire called the second death. The Scriptures show that 
great numbers of the wicked at that time will be cut 
off by seTere judgments ; but it appears also that there 
will be some, chiefly the ciril and eccledastical rulers, 
symbolized by the beast and the false prophet in Ber. 
xiz. 20, who will be taken alive, that is, will not be cut 
off or slain, but will be cast into the lake of fire wMdi 
burneth with brimstone ; i. e., they will be immediately 
consigned to the punishment represented by that lako 
of fire. And this is, I think, the everlasting fire pre^ 
pared for the I>evil and his angels* 

The powers or rulers symbolized by the beast and 
the false prophet, seem to be the same persons who are 
in this place denominated the goats ; and they are east 
alive into that fire, or suffer that punishment prepared 
or designed f<^ the first transgressors. They are sub- 
jected to this punishment at the commencement of the 
Millennial Kingdom; but the Devil and his angels, for 
whom it was originally designed, as they w^re the first 
transgressors, will not be <»st into it or subjected to it 
until after the Millennium, and, indeed, not until after 
the little season shall have expired for which he is to 
be loosed from his pris(M), and go forth to deceive the 
nations after the Millennium. It is a punishment pre* 
pared for him and his angels, but into which he does 
not go until afterward. This expression coincides so 
well with the Apocalyptical representations, that there 
can be no doubt of the identity of the goats in thiii 
place with the beast and false prophet of Rev. xix. 20. 

The word i*endered everlasting and eternal is an 
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acy^cUre, formed from omp^ age or dtapensation — ^thiis, 
tttoyudf, and means dispensational or during an age, eX' 
tending through an age. ErerlastiAg punishment, then, 
tigniiies that the punishment will continue during the 
iage or dispensation ; and everlasting life or eternal life, 
in this connection, has the meaning of lifd continued 
through or during the age or dispensation. In both 
eases it refers to the Millennial age or dispensation, 
during which the one class will be thus punished, and 
the other class will live in peace and happiness. After 
which a change of the dispensation may bring about 
also a change in their condition. 

To the punishment of the worldly rulers there is 
reference iu Isa. zxiv. 21, 22. " And it shall come to 
pass in that day that the Lord shall punish the host of 
the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the 
earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered 
together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shaU 
be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall 
they be visited.'' And that this is to take place at his 
second coming is maiiift»t f^om v. 23 : " Then the moon 
shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosta shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeru* 
salem, and before his ancients gloriously." His an- 
cients are his saints of andent times and of all pre- 
ceding dispensations, who, having been raised and 
translated, shall come with him and participate in his 
reign. But at his coming he will first pnnish the wicked 
kings and rulers, and all who shall be found in willfnl, 
malicious hostility against him. And while many will 
be cut off by his judgments, the leaders in the war will 
be taken as prisoners, and punished for their sins during 
the Millennial age, and afterward visited for their 
good. 
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EXTBACT FBOM A LETTER TO H. 0. DT7QAN, IN BEFLT TO 
ONE FBOBf HIM IN RELATION THERETO. 

In regard to the book styled " Henoch" or ** Henoch's 
Prophecy," there are sereral opinions. Dr. Mac- 
knight says that " It seems to have been forged on oc- 
casion of the mention made of Enoch's prophecy in th^ 
epistle of Jade, and was nniTersally rejected as a rnani* 
fest forgery." 

Sherlock says of the staten^ent in Jade: "It can 
by no means be proved that this is a qaotation from 
that foolish book called ' Henoch's Prophecy.' " 

Dr. Barnes says : " The source from whence Jade 
derived this passage respecting the prophecy of Enoch 
is unknown. There is no. clear evidence that he qaoted 
it from any book extant in h4s time. There is, indeed^ 
now an apocryphal writing called the Book of Enoch, 
containing a prediction strongly resembliag this ; bat 
there is no certain proof that it existed so early as the 
time of Jude." 

Now, it was not the object of my book to determine 
the amount of credibility due to the Book of Enoch. 
My object was to explain and illustrate simply the 
prophecy of Enoch as contained in the Book of Jude. 
It could not be expected that I should take up and 
settle every collateral question which might arise. It 
did not belong to my subject. It would have diverted 
attention from the great scheme of Bedemption I was 
endeavoring to develop from the prophecies. • 

As it respects the name of Enoch's son Methasalah, 
I derive it from mIotth, deaths and sha-laoh, he shall 
send ; and, as I think, properly rendered, '*At his death 
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he shall send t^." The fact that names were generally 
given to celebrate some event, or denote some expecta- 
tion, warrants the hypothesis I have advanced. It 
is given, however, only snppositively, and not posi- 
tively. 



THX SIXTH HBAD. 

Since the publication of my Discourses on Prophecy, 
I have discovered an error into which I had fallen re- 
specting the deadly wound of the sixth head of the 
wild beast from the sea. On page 256 I have inter- 
preted it of the overthrow of the Pagan party by Con- 
stantine, &c. I am now satisfied that this was an error. 
The sixth head represents the Roman Empire, and 
that was not overthrown by the fall of the pagan party. 
Nor could it be a£fected by the change of the estab- 
lished religion. A wound unto death can only repre- 
sent the subversion of the Empire itself. And this 
took place in a. d. 476, when Odoacer overthrew the 
empire, and caused himself to be proclaimed King of 
Italy. This was a wound unto death. The Empire 
was defunct. But this death wound was healed again, 
and life was restored to the sixth head when Charle- 
magne was crowned Emperor of Rome. Then the 
Roman Empire was revived, and continued in a line 
of princes bearing the title of Emperor of Rome, until 
Napoleon Bonaparte, after the battle of Austerlitz, 
compelled the Emperor of Austria to relinquish it ; and 
the sixth head came to an end. 
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DISCOURSES ON PROPHECY. 

The following notices of this book have been receiyed from 
different sources. 

" The author is evidently a close Bible student, and has made 
himself very familiar with the prophecies." — Christian Sun. 

" The author treats the subject in a new light. The work 
abounds in beautiful paragraphs." — Oxford Evening Mail, 

" It is an interesting work, characterized by an honest search 
after truth, and a devout spirit." — Presbyterian. 

" The book is very readable, and none can peruse it without 
profit. We regard the voluipe as eminently calculated to do 
good. We recommend it to all classes as fitted to be perma- 
nently useful." — HeraJtd of Gospel Liberty. 

'' The book is not only a book to be read, but to be thought 
upon." — J. N. Spook. 

'^ If any man takes it up, and gives his attention and thought 
to it, he will find what will amply repay him. He will find 
thought, (something scarce now-a-days,) deep, original thought. 
He will find logic, and most undeniable logic. He will find 
more and better than all that, too. He will find so much of the 
pure and true spirit of Christianity, that if he does not shut the 
book a better man, the fault is heavily his own." — * * » 

"You always set me to thinking."— W. T. Eva* 

"The spirit and tendency of the volume are favorable to ex- 
perimental and practical piety. The author is constantly look- 
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ing for Christ and his kingdom, and labors to prepare his readers 
to participate in the hastening glory." — T. H. Stockton. 

'' Mr. Wilson treats, in this series of discourses, of the work 
of Bedeanption, from its institation in Paradise, on the fall of 
onr first parents, through all its steps, till Christ's triumph shall 
be completed over his foes. He holds to the restoration of the 
Israelites ; the resurrection of the holy dead at the commence- 
ment of the Millennium ; Christ's personal reign here : and the 
perpetuity of the earth, as the abode of the redeemed and the 
seat of his kingdom ; and most of the numerous themes which 
he discusses are treated in a satisfactory manner. He is ftimiliar 
with the sacred word; he presents his thoughts clearly, and 
urges them with earnestness and force." — Theological and LUe- 
rary Journal. 

" The design of this book is to show that the dominion of the 
world will be given to the saints of God, and that all the rest 
of mankind will be subject to their government. The author, 
who is pastor of a church in Philadelphia, is, in his manner of 
interpreting Scripture, what is called a Literalist ; and believes 
that Christ will come personally before the Millenniam, and with 
his saints will reign over the nations during that period. He 
also believes that the Jews, or natural seed of Abraham accord- 
ing to the promise, will be restored to their own land at the 
coming of Christ, and that the Millennium will be a mediatorial 
dispensation, exceeding all others in excellency and gloiy." — 
Church Advocate. 

" Your book is written calmly and well. It displays much 
patient study of that side of the question." — A. WebsteBj'D.D. 
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